CHAPTER FOUR

The Practicus Grade

(3)=8




ff‘éq 3\ the eighth Sephirah, Hod, on the Qabalistic Tree, continuing the
‘é{g OY process of spiritual Alchemy within the aspirant’s psyche. For the
. 3 first time the initiate is faced with the prospect of stepping off the
W relative “safety” of the Middle Pillar and onto the Black Pillar of
Severity. The Practicus grade thus represents a point in the initiate’s
spiritual growth where more weight is theoretically placed on one side of the aspi-
rant’s psychic scales of balance. It is important to remember that once the student
begins on this path of Elemental introspection, all four Elemental Initiations should
be completed. Even if the student decides in the middle of this course that the
Golden Dawn System is not his/her spiritual path, all of the Elements should still
be equilibrated within the mind for the sake of harmony. One should not be left
hanging off balance on one pillar or the other.

The title of Practicus is derived from the Greek word for “practitioner.”
The Element offered for the process of transmutation in this grade is Water, or
rather the watery portion of the aspirant’s psyche (in actuality it is the Water of
Malkuth in Assiah).””

Initiates of this grade usually experience a sense of ease and relief at having
passed through the astral turbulence of Yesod (Although the initiation ceremony
itself can sometimes prove to be quite eventful.) In fact the nurturing Waters of Hod
can feel truly comforting to those initiates who have experienced firsthand the
harmful effects of an unbalanced materialistic society. The problem is that some-
times students are reluctant to leave the Water temple for the Fire grade of Philoso-
phus. There is also an increased awareness of student’s own creative faculties, some
of which may have remained dormant until this time. The Planet assigned to this
grade is Mercury, the orb of the Intellect, communication and expression.

The 3 = 8 ceremony can be sumined up as follows: After the standard (self-
initiatory) rite of opening, the forces of Elemental Water are invoked. Then the
candidate must prove that s/he has grasped the secrets of the Theoricus grade
and swear an oath. Between the spheres of Malkuth and Hod lies the 31st Path of
Shin, a journey of psychic purification and consecration through Elemental Fire.
On this path, the candidate is confronted by three figures known as the Kabiri, or
godforms from the Samothracian Mysteries. These figures symbolize the various

77 And also Hod of Malkuth.
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328 SELF-INITIATION INTO THE GOLDEN DAWN TRADITION

aspects and attributes of Elemental Fire. On the path of Shin the Kabiri expose the
candidate to the different energies of Fire which are used to purge the aspirant of
psychic impurities before the Water temple is entered. After completing the 31st
Path, the candidate is shown the Tarot card of Judgment.

Next the mysteries of the 30th Path of Resh are revealed to the candidate
by the Kabiri who take on various Solar and seasonal aspects. The Path of Resh is
a journey of intellectual awareness where the student is exposed to the Higher
Powers that have gone into the formation of his/her own personality. (Whereas
the 31st Path is a journey of purification, the 30th Path is one of consecration.)
When the journey on the Path of Resh is finished, the candidate is shown the Tarot
card of The Sun.

The later part of the ritual, involves the initiate’s entry into the temple of
Hod. During this time the aspirant is shown symbolism concerning the Garden of
Eden before the Fall and the Practicus Hall. The secrets of the 3 = 8 grade are
divulged, until at length, the Powers of Water are released.

It is important to note that in this grade, two fiery paths are traversed in
order to arrive at a watery Sephirah. This shows the constant equilibration which
is inherent to the G..D.. system. Fire and Water, the two primary opposing Ele-
ments, are always counterbalanced one against the other so that neither is allowed
to overpower the energies of the other. Water is maternal and nurturing, while
Fire is paternal and inseminating. The aspirant is led to the receptive Waters of
Hod by way of the vitalizing energies of Fire. Thus the union of the two is the only
possible route to building a firm creative base for spiritual attainment. The Waters
of Intellect must never be allowed to become stagnant and insensitive; they must
be ever excited by the passionate Fires of Emotion:

There are only three officers stationed in the Practicus Hall besides the Dais
officers—these are the three Middle Pillar officers only—the Keryx is no longer pre-
sent. This leaves three officers who form an approximate equilateral triangle. The
triangle, whose apex is marked by the station of Hierophant, refers to the Fire trian-
gle and the Fiery nature of the 31st and 30th Paths in relation to the Tree of Life. The
placement of the pillars in the Northeastern part of the Hall suggests the actual loca-
tion of these paths on the diagram of the Tree. In the final part of the ritual the Hiero-
phant takes up a temporary position West of the altar, forming a Water triangle with
the other two officers (like that indicated by the items on the altar).

Many of the speeches in the 3 = 8 grade are symbolically given by the
Samothracian Kabiri, but are in actuality taken from excepts of the Chaldean Ora-
cles, a body of work which is from a much later time period than the Samothra-
cian mysteries.&

The Samothracian Mysteries

Samothrace was the name given to a Greek island in the Northeast portion of the
Aegean Sea that was the center of the oldest of the Greek mystery cults. This island
was said to be settled by the ancient Pelasgi, early Asiatic colonists in Greece. The
esteem shown the Samothracian Mysteries by ancient literary sources proved that
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they once ranked alongside the Eleusinian Mysteries in importance and popular-
ity. This stormy, mountainous and wooded island was renowned as the home of
the mysterious gods known as the Kabiri (or Corybantes, as they are sometimes
referred to). So great was the respect for the mystery rites of Samothrace that the
island itself was considered sacred, a sanctuary to be respected by all nations.

Not much is now known of the Kabiri or “great gods” whose name is
derived from the Kabira mountains or Phrygia.”® The rituals are immersed in
profound secrecy. It is certain though that great festivals were held to worship
these gods and initiate new candidates into their mystery rites.

The mysteries of Samothrace included the rites of the Kabiri and the rites of
Hecate. Hecate’s secret mysteries were said to have taken place in the cave of Zeryn-
thia, called the Grotto of Hecate, where a nocturnal ritual was performed by torch-
bearing participants who sacrificed dogs to honor the goddess of the Underworld.

Near the door of the temple of the Kabiri on Samothrace, there were two
bronze statues (it is unclear whether they were both masculine or if one was fem-
inine). They represented the Heavens and the Earth—the two primary portions
into which the world is divided—the active and passive principles of universal
generation. Within the temple were three altars dedicated to the Kabiri, the Great
gods of Samothrace: the Great, the Powerful and the Influential (or Helpful).”?

Some claim that there were a total of seven Kabiri and referred them to the
seven Planets. Others spoke of them as the seven Spirits of Fire before the throne
of Saturn. Some ancient writers say there were but two Kabiri who represented
Zeus the Elder and Dionysus the younger. At Samothrace the Kabiri were thought
of as lesser gods who were sworn to the service of greater deities such as Rhea. At
Thebes they were allied with the cult of Demeter and Kore, for their temple was
located near a grove sacred to these deities. At Lemnos the Kabiri originated as
benevolent gods or genii of volcanic (Fiery) Earth. They were either the sons of
Hephaestus or the sons of Zeus and Calliope. These first metal-workers were said
to be the noisy and never-resting assistants of Hephaestus at his forge. They
would at times shake the earth with their tumultuous rumbling. At Thessaly there
was a legend of a Kabir who was killed by his brothers and buried at the foot of
Mt. Olympus. It is this Kabiric myth in particular which relates to the Practicus rit-
ual of the Golden Dawn.

Initiation into the Kabiric mysteries at Samothrace concerned four of these
“great gods.” Their names were Axieros, Axiokersa, and Axiokersos. Axieros was
associated with Demeter, Axiokersa with Persephone, and Axiokersos with
Hades. The fourth Kabir, known as Kasmillos, was attributed to Hermes.80

The names of the first three Kabiri bear a resemblance to the Greek word
axioma which means something worthy or something that is self-evident. The
name Kasmillos is based upon the word camilla which refers to a handmaiden

78 The name “Kabiri” has also been associated with the Phoenician word gabirim which means “the
powerful.” The word Cabar “great” can be traced to Hebrew, Phoenician and Arabic languages.

7 The Kabiri were later adopted into Roman mythology as the Penates.
80 The Samothracians derived their doctrines concerning the Kabiri and Hermes from the Pelasgians.
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assistant who aids in matters of a secret nature. A camillus was an assistant at a
wedding who carried a basket of unknown contents during the service.?! In the
Samothracian mysteries, the name Kasmillos is used to describe a divinity who
attends upon the greater gods.

In Secret Teaching of All Ages, Manly P. Hall also examined the mysteries of
the Samothracian Kabiri:

While a vast number of deities are associated with the Samothracian Mys-
teries, the ritualistic drama centers around four brothers. The first three—
Aschieros, Achiochersus, and Achiochersa—attack and murder the
fourth—Cashmala (or Cadmillus). Dionysidorus, however, identifies
Aschieros with Demeter, Achiochersus with Pluto, Achiochersa with
Persephone, and Cashmala with Hermes. Alexander Wilder notes that in
the Samothracian ritual “Cadmillus is made to include the Theban Ser-
pent-God, Cadmus, the Thoth of Egypt, the Hermes of the Greeks, and the
Aesculapius of the Alexandrians and Phoenicians.” Here again is a repe-
tition of the story of Osiris, Bacchus, Adonis, Balder, and Hiram Abiff.82
The worship of Atys and Cybele was also involved in the Samothracian
Mysteries. In the rituals of the Cabiri is to be traced a form of pine-tree
worship, for this tree, sacred to Atys, was first trimmed into the form of a
cross and then cut down in honor of the murdered god whose body was
discovered at its foot.

“If you wish to inspect the orgies of the Corybantes,” writes Clement,
“then know that, having killed their third brother, they covered the head of
the body with a purple cloth, crowned it, and carrying it on the point of a
spear, buried it under the roots of Olympus. These mysteries are in short,
murders and funerals. (This ante-Nicene Father in his efforts to defame
the pagan rites apparently ignores the fact that like the Cabirian martyr,
Jesus Christ was foully betrayed, tortured, and finally murdered!) And
the priests of these rites, who were called kings of the sacred rites by those
whose business it is to name them, give additional strangeness to the
tragic occurrence, by forbidding parsley with the roots from being placed
on the table, for they think that parsley grew from the Corybantic blood
that flowed forth; just as the women, in celebrating the Thesmorphoria,®
abstain from eating the seeds of the pomegranate, which have fallen on the
ground, from the idea that pomegranates sprang from the drops of the
blood of Dionysus. Those Corybantes also they call Cabiric; and the cere-
mony itself they announced as the Cabiric mystery.”

81 Children employed in the temples were called Mercuries or Casmilli.

82 In Masonic legend, Hiram Abiff was the architect of King Solomon'’s temple, who was killed by
three of his workers who were also brothers. The body was buried at the foot of a mountain and an
acacia tree was planted over it. This legend is re-enacted in the Third Degree of the Master Mason.

83 A festival of the Eleusinian Mysteries which celebrated the departure of Kore into the underworld.
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The Mysteries of the Cabiri were divided into three degrees, the first of
which celebrated the death of Cashmala at the hands of his three brothers;
the second, the discovery of his mutilated body, the parts of which had
been found and gathered after much rejoicing and happiness—his resur-
rection and the consequent salvation of the world. The temple of the Cabiri
at Samothrace contained a number of curious divinities, many of them
misshapen creatures representing the Elemental powers of Nature, possi-
bly the Bacchic Titans. Children were initiated into the Cabiric cult with
the same dignity as adults, and criminals who had reached the sanctuary
were safe from pursuit. The Samothracian rites were particularly con-
cerned with navigation, the Dioscuri®*—Castor and Pollux, or the gods of
navigation—being among those propitiated by members of that cult. The
Argonautic expedition, listening to the advice of Orpheus, stopped at the
island of Samothrace for the purpose of having its members initiated into
the Cabiric rites.8

Herodotus relates that when Cambyses entered the temple of the Cabiri he
was unable to restrain his mirth at seeing before him the figure of a man
standing upright and, facing the man, the figure of a woman standing on
her head. Had Cambyses been acquainted with the principles of divine
astronomy, he would have realized that he was then in the presence of the
key to universal equilibrium. “’I ask,’ says Voltaire, “‘who were these Hiero-
phants, these sacred Freemasons, who celebrated their Ancient Mysteries of
Samothracia, and whence came they and their gods Cabiri?” (See Mackey's
Encyclopedia of Freemasonry.) Clement speaks of the Mysteries of the
Cabiri as “the sacred mystery of a brother slain by his brethren,” and the
“Cabiric death” was one of the secret symbols of antiquity. Thus the alle-
gory of the Self murdered by the not-self is perpetuated through the religious
mysticism of all peoples. The Philosophic Death and the Philosophic Resur-
rection are the Lesser and the Greater Mysteries respectively.”36

One version says that the ceremonies of Samothrace represented the death
of the youngest of the Kabiri at the hand of his brothers, who fled to Etruria, car-
rying with them the ark that contained the genitals of the slain Kabir. The Phallus
and the sacred ark that contained it were revered by the Samothracian initiates.5

The great annual festival of the Samothracian mysteries took place at mid-
summer and lasted for three days. There were nightly processions to the cave of
Zerynthia where initiations took place. The priests of the rites were known as sai

84 The Twins of Gemini.

85 With a storm arising, Orpheus, an initiate of the mysteries, counselled the Argonauts to land at
Samothrace and be initiated into the sacred rites. When they set sail again, they were assured of a
safe voyage.

86 Hall, Manly P. Secret Teachings of All Ages (Los Angeles: The Philosophical Research Society, Inc.,
1977), p 36.

87 This is reminiscent of the story of the dismembering of Osiris.
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who are said to have been famed for leading a type of armed war dance which
included leaping, the stamping of feet, drumming, the clashing of cymbals, the
playing of flutes, torches, and the outcry of the mysteries—“EUAH!” Perhaps this
was meant to imitate the noisy forges of the volcanic Kabiri.

Purifications played a very important role in these rites, including moral
purification of initiates. One type of priest at the Kabiri rites was known as a koies,
or a cleanser of sins. The historian Plutarch recounts that one initiate who was called
Antalcidas was asked by an initiating priest what especially dreadful thing he had
committed during his lifetime. Apparently, Antalcidas replied that if he had com-
mitted a terrible crime, the gods themselves would be aware of it. Initiates were con-
secrated to the Deities and pledged to virtue. They would then be assured of those
rewards which the justice of the gods reserve for initiates after death.

The ceremony included an invocation of the Kabiri to appear and protect
the initiates. Those righteous individuals who became initiates were said to have
been protected from danger and storms—particularly mishaps at sea and other
marine disasters.® Sacred robes and fillets or ribbons of violet cloth were worn
about the abdomen by these initiates. A crown of olive graced their brows.

As a final note of interest, a type of fish known as the pompilus® fish was
sacred to the Samothracian gods. The fish is a symbol of spiritual fecundity and by
virtue of its association with the Sign of Scorpio, it is also an emblem of regenera-
tion and transformation.

Godforms of the Kabiri

It is necessary for the student who seeks to self-initiate into the grade of Practicus
to envision the gods of the Samothracian mysteries. Although these godforms are
obscure, they can nevertheless be constructed specifically for the 3=8 grade in the
mind of the aspirant using the following visualizations:

AXIEROS: The First Kabir is a mature bearded man with olive skin and
thick wavy hair. He wears golden sandals, a golden tunic and an orange cloak.
Upon his brow is an emblem of the Sun attached to a crown of oak leaves. In one
hand he holds a lamp and the thunderbolt of Zeus, and in the other a golden scepter
surmounted by an ear of corn, sacred to Demeter.

AXIOKERSOS: The Second Kabir is a robust dark-bearded warrior in red
Greek armor and crested helmet. A black cloak hangs from his shoulders and black
sandals are upon his feet. The symbol of an anvil is upon his brow. In one hand he
holds a flaming torch (of Hades) and in the other a spear.

AXIOKERSA: The third Kabir is an olive-skinned woman with thick dark
hair. She wears a green tunic, a yellow cloak and green sandals. Upon her brow is
a white crocus flower, attached to a yellow strophion or headband. In one hand
she bears a candle flame and in the other a scepter surmounted by a pomegranate,
sacred to Persephone.

8 The Argonauts were supposed to have become initiates in order that they might sail more safely.
89 In mythology, Pompilus was a ferryman who was turned into a fish by Apollo.
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KASMILLOS: The candidate (and the Fourth Kabir) is a youth who wears
a black tunic and black sandals. On his brow he wears the emblem of an acorn
attached to a white strophion and he bears a covered basket made from reeds.%

The Chaldean Oracles

The Chaldean Oracles are all that remain of a rather lengthy text that was said to
have been brought to Rome by Julianus the Chaldean Theurgist (magician) in the
Second Century A.D. These fragments, reputed to have been written by Zoroaster,
contain sacred doctrines and philosophies of ancient Babylonian priests, which
have come down to us through Greek translations. Paraphrased in Neoplatonic lit-
erature and philosophy, the Chaldean Oracles form an important part of the West-
ern Esoteric Tradition.

Although the Chaldeans had an Oracle that was as highly regarded as the
Delphic Oracle, the word Oracles was probably imparted to these fragments to
imply the idea that they were of a highly profound and spiritual nature. The empha-
sis of these scraps of knowledge is on non-objective realities that Platonists call “the
intelligible world.” In order to understand this realm, the intellect can be employed
to understand the various concepts which flow from it, but not their origin. In order
to comprehend the nature of the source of the universe, the Oracles strongly imply
that the practice of Theurgy is required. (Theurgy means “god-working”—it is a
word used to indicate highly philosophical magical workings.) While philosophy
can steer one’s thoughts to the contemplation of the Divine, Theurgy is a method of
securing union with the Divine. The focus of Chaldean Oracles is therefore a
description of the spiritual scheme of the universe and a portrayal of the practices
used in Theurgy to contact and unite with the Divine Source of the universe.

According to the Oracles, a human being is composed of Three Souls (or
Vehicles) which clothe the physical body. The first is the Intelligible or Divine part of
the Soul or the “radiant vehicle.” The second is the Intellect or Rational part of the
Soul. The third is the Irrational or Passionate part of the Soul (which approximates
the astral body). The first is immortal, the third is perishable, and the second may
be attracted and assimilated to either the first or the last.

The Oracles describe a threefold pattern of cosmic realities. The first princi-
ple is a self-manifesting eternal and Intellectual Fire called the “Father of the gods.”
The second principle is the feminine World-Soul or living power called Hecate. It is
she who flows eternally and sustains all the worlds. The third principle is the sec-
ond Intellect, Apollo, who constructs the various realms and sends his perceptions
into them. In describing these principles, the Oracles use the word “Intelligible” to
portray a power which transcends all human intellectual comprehension.

It is these three principles that the Theurgist or high magician attempts to
contact and make psychic union with—requiring abilities beyond that of the human
intellect. The Oracles indicate that several prefatory purifications are needed to per-
form the sacred rites, but only the divine vehicle of the Soul can withstand the Intel-
lectual Fire of the Divine. However the Theurgist must also gain awareness of
his/her own personal Angelic guide prior to any important magical working.
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After all the necessary purifications are performed the Theurgist must
invoke certain deities who are associated with the time of the ritual. In this way
the Supreme god of Time may be invoked and entreated to assist the magician and
reveal the names of even greater deities. The Chaldean Oracles explain that there
are in reality two sets of divine names to be used by the Theurgist: one is spoken
verbally to link the magician with that which the name symbolizes, the other js an
unspoken name or “watchword.” This name has been “forgotten” by the con-
scious mind of the individual by the descending of the Soul into matter. It can only
be revealed to the practitioner by the Angelic guide or invoked deities.

The purpose of the rite is then stated clearly: namely the rising of the
Theurgist’s Soul into union with the Godhead. Sacrifice and total commitment to
the Higher are essential on the part of the magician. Thus the totality of the Theur-
gist’s being is focused like a laser beam on the work at hand. Next, according to
the Oracles, the gods themselves appear, from the lowest Elementals to Hecate
herself—the second principle of the World Soul. The details are scarce but at this
point the exaltation of the magician’s Soul is accomplished, though it is summa-
rized as a type of battle wherein the Soul fights off obstacles and pushes upwards
toward the heavenly Light symbolized by Apollo, the third principle. The Solar
Fire then plunges downward to join with the upward rushing human Soul, result-
ing in a glorious union with the Divine.

After the marriage of human with divinity, the Soul returns the way it
came, but preserving a full memory of the transforming experience. Ancient magi-
cians believed that given enough practice with this technique, it could be
employed at the time of death as a means of gaining immediate ascension to the
Divine Light. Thus the whole Theurgic experience described in the Oracles could
be summed up as a conscious transformation (both physical and psychological)
designed to activate a spiritual current of energy which brings the magician closer
to the divine eternal principles of the universe.

These are also the ideas referred to in the Practicus Ritual as spoken by the
Samothracian Kabiri. &

Following the 3 = 8 initiation, the task of the Practicus is to thoroughly
assimilate all knowledge related to the Element of Water and the Planet Mercury.
Most of this information is contained in the Fourth Knowledge Lecture, which
also contains additional information on Literal Qabalah, and the Tarot. Ceremo-
nial work and exercises appropriate to the grade, are also included.

The Task of the Practicus is to bear in mind the perfect Alchemical equilib-
rium of the two Primary Elements and always recall the phrase, “Except ye be born of
Water and the Spirit ye cannot enter the Kingdom of heaven.” %
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THE INITIATION CEREMONY

Temple setup: The aspirant will need to set up the Hall beforehand in accordance
with the temple diagram. The black cubical altar is placed in the center of the
room. Upon it should be placed the Tarot card of Judgment. Two large candle hold-
ers complete with candles® flank the Northern and Southern sides of the altar. (If
you do not own such large candle holders, an average pair of candles and candle
holders can be placed on top of the altar on either side of the Tarot card.) The pil-
lars are placed in the Northeast part of the Hall before the Dais. The Hebrew letter
Shin is shown on a large plaque in the Northeast. The letter Tau is directly East,
while the letter Qoph is in the Southeast. The Banners of the East and West are
located near their respective officers. The Enochian Tablet of Water is placed in the
West, and Tablets of Earth and Air are also shown. A cup of Water is also needed
in the West. Place the lamens and implements in accordance with the temple dia-
gram, in the positions of the officer-forms. The station of Hierophant is located in
the East, while the Hiereus and Hegemon are stationed in the Northwest and
Southwest respectively. In addition, you will need three red lamps or candles to be
placed by each officer’s station.

As in the previous ritual, all of the Elemental candles should be placed
around the circumference of the room, with a white candle in the East. The Blue
Water candle is to be placed before the Enochian Tablet of the West. The lights on
the pillars should be unshaded. A censer of burning incense should be placed in
the South.

(Note: For other segments of the ritual, the aspirant will need the following
items close at hand: plaques of the Hebrew letters Resh, Mem, Ayin, and Peh, as
well as the Qamea, seal and sigils of Mercury, the Tarot card of The Sun, and the
diagram of the Garden of Eden before the Fall [see Plate 3]. You will need three Admis-
sion Badges for this ceremony: the Pyramid of Flame, the Solar Greek Cross of
Thirteen Squares, and the Cup of Stolistes Badge.)

, Ritual preparations: The aspirant should fast for a period of 12 hours prior
to the ritual. A ritual bath is required after which the aspirant may put on the black
Tau robe, and red slippers. The sash will need to be decorated with the Practicus
emblems, but it is not to be worn by the candidate at this time. Place the sash
inside the altar.

' The aspirant must meditate for a certain length of time on a drawing of the
symbol of Water—a Water triangle (apex downward) in blue. Next s/he must
spend a period of time (20-30 minutes) in a darkened room or antechamber to the
temple seated in quiet meditation while wearing a hoodwink or blindfold. The
Admission Badge for the 31st Path, the Pyramid of Flame, should be held in the
right hand throughout this period. A small blue candle is to be the only source of
light in the room. During this time, darkness and silence are to be maintained. The
aspirant should imagine him/her self under the watchful eye of Anubis of the

% You may use one white and one black candle, or both may be white.
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West. After this period of time, the hoodwink may be removed. The aspirant may
then enter the temple and begin the ritual.

Upon entering the temple, imagine that you are leaving your physical
body outside as a sentinel to guard the temple, so that your spiritual self has the
freedom to accept initiation.

PART 0: The Opening

Enter the temple with the Admission Badge of the Pyramid of Flame. Salute the
Banner of the East with the Neophyte Signs. Leave the Pyramid in the Western
part of the temple. Once inside walk deosil to the East. With the Hiereus’ sword
perform the LBRP.

Give one knock with the pommel of the sword against the floor or side of the chair
and say: “HEKAS, HEKAS, ESTE BEBELOI!”

Put the sword aside and go to the West of the temple, facing East. Kneel down and
invoke the godform of Thmé as in the previous initiation. Vibrate strongly:

THME! THME! THME! Thou daughter and eye of RA! Lady of Heaven,
Queen of Earth and mistress of the Underworld! Great Lady of all the gods
and goddesses. Thou whose name is MAAT! Lady of Truth! Goddess of Jus-
tice and Order! Mediator between Darkness and Light, Chaos and Order!
THME! THME! THME! Thou who assesseth the heart of every man and
woman in the Hall of Judgment before Ousiri and the assembly of the gods.
Thou who art the eye and heart of balance! THME! THME! THME! I
invoke thee!

Visualize the familiar image of the goddess Thmé before you, with human head
and yellow-gold skin. She wears a black and white nemyss and a white linen
gown. She carries the miter-headed scepter of the Hegemon. Above her head is
the white glowing outline of the cross and triangle, symbolic of the outer magical
current of the Golden Dawn.

Slowly and with feeling, perform the Qabalistic Cross, drawing the Light down
from the Kether of the universe into the Kether at the crown of your head as you
continue the QC. Strongly visualize the cross of Light you have formed in the cen-
ter of your body. Trace within your heart the Hebrew letters of the name THME in
glowing white. Project a white ray of thought from your heart toward the image
of Thmé you have created before you. See the figure breathe in life as your
thought-ray animates it. Address the form:
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THME! Beautiful One of the Feather of Truth! I beseech thee to act upon
my behalf in this my quest for the Light Divine! Guide me, O thou who
art none other but my own Higher Self. Aid me and escort me in this Mer-
curial Realm which is the intellectual power of the manifest universe. I am
a true and willing Seeker of Light and Knowledge. Act as my overseer and
reconciler on the paths and in the temple of Hod. Speak for me amidst the
assembly of the gods and the guardians of this sacred Hall. My intentions
are honest. I am ready to undergo test and trial. I am willing to be exam-
ined by the Samothracian Kabiri! I wish to be purified and consecrated to
the Light. Grant that my heart is made MAAT! Grant that my Will is
made MAAT! Merciful THME! Let me be judged aright! Grant that this
humble aspirant before you be not turned away from that resplendent
Light which resides in the East. Permit me to tread the fiery paths that
lead to the watery temple of Hod. Award me a vision of the mysteries of
ancient Samothrace! Grant that I may safely digress from the middle path;
and grant me the ability to return to that stable pillar! Permit me to enter
the Mercurial Sphere! Let me penetrate the Threshold in the path of the
Enterer!”

Thmé speaks to you in your own mind:

He hath filled me with words of Truth, that | may speak the same. And
like the flow of Waters flows Truth from my mouth, and my lips show
forth his fruit.| am the representative of your Higher and Holy Self. 1t is
only through my arbitration that thou canst even approach the sphere
of Splendor. In this Hall | am thy tongue, thy heart and thy mind. Fear
not, for | shall guide thee through the paths of Flame and scorching
heat, and | shall keep thee safe. Fear not, for | shall lead thee through
the watery temple of Hod. | shall direct thee in the temple before the
mighty Kabiril | shall speak for thee in this assembly of the gods
before the powers of AL and the current of the Light.

Visualize the goddess Thmé communicating in silence with the energies in the
East. She speaks on your behalf to the divine guardians of the Hall. Once again
you hear her voice as she calls out the names of other godforms in the East of the
temple: ESE, NEBETHO, THOOUTH and another, HOOR QOUER. You have a
vague impression of four figures in the East, seated before a veil. Thmé continues
to address the figures, and the scene becomes hazy. The goddess stands once more
before the gigantic form of Djehoti, god of Wisdom. Thmé carries on a silent dis-
cussion with Thoth. After a few moments Thmé turns toward you, salutes with
the Signs toward the West, and says silently:

Thou mayest proceed, O aspirant; thou art MAAT.

Thmé descends from the East and walks to her own station of Hegemon in the
Southwest where she traces the figures of a cross and triangle with her scepter. She
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then goes to the Northwest and traces the figures at the station of the Hiereus. As
she does so, vibrate the name “HOOR” (Hoor or Hoh-or) The figure of Horus
begins to formulate rapidly. She returns to the East and traces the figures at the
station of Hierophant. As she does this, intone the name “OUSIRI” (Oo-seer-ee)
The mummy-wrapped form of Osiris commences to take shape.

Thmé takes you by the hand, and leads you to the East of the altar. Say:

The 3 = 8 grade of Practicus is attributed to the Planet of Mercury and the
31st and 30th Paths. The 31st Path of SHIN refers to the reflection of the
Sphere of Fire and the 30th Path of RESH alludes to the reflection of the
Sphere of the SUN. Let the Element of this grade be named that it may be
awakened within my sphere, in the spheres of those beings who are pre-
sent, and in the sphere of this magical current. The Element is WATER.

Visualize the symbol of the blue Water triangle that you meditated on before
entering the Hall. Imagine its presence in your sphere of sensation at your
Chokmah-Binah®! area—the left and right temples of the forehead. (Note: You
should become aware of a feeling of harmonic resonance between the Water tri-
angle and your Chesed sphere—the left shoulder. Then visualize the triangle in
orange reflected into your Hod center—the right hip.) Imagine that these same
images are activated in all of the various officer-forms of the Hall.

Thmé leads you to the figure of Osiris in the East. The god traces in the air before you
the figure of a cross and circle. He then hands you his crown-headed scepter. Picking
up the Wand of Power, you take on the office of Hierophant that Osiris has bestowed
upon you. Give the Sign of the Spiraling Light toward the East, and then say, “Let the
white brilliance of the Divine Spirit descend!” Feel a flood of Divine Light flow through
your body from the Kether of the universe. Equilibrate this Light through your body
by performing the Qabalistic Cross, vibrating the Hebrew names.

Give a knock and say, “Let us adore the Lord and King of Water!” Turn to the East and
continue: “ELOHIM TZABAOTH—EIohim of Hosts! Glory be unto the RUACH ELO-
HIM who moved upon the Face of the Waters of Creation! Amen.” Salute with the Sign
of Practicus.

Go clockwise to the West and stand before the Water Tablet. Visualize the other
astral officer-forms facing West also.

Through the authority of the office of Hierophant bestowed upon you by Osiris,
invoke the powers of the Water Tablet. Give a knock, then trace with the Wand a
large circle in front of the Tablet. Then draw the invoking pentagram of Spirit Pas-
sive. As you do so vibrate “THCOMA” (Hay-koh-mah). Trace the sigil of Spirit in the
center and intone “AGLA” (Ah-gah-lah). Give the Sign of the Spiraling Light. Then

91 The Heh-Water area of the Four Qabalistic Worlds.
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trace the invoking pentagram of Water. As you do so
vibrate the name “EMPEH ARSEL GAIOL” (Em-pay
Ar-sell Gah-ee-ohl). Draw the sigil of the eagle in the
center and intone “Aleph Lamed, AL.” Give the Sign of
Practicus. Say:

And the Elohim said, “Let us make ADAM in our
Image, after our likeness and let them have domin-
ion over the Fish of the Sea. In the Name of AL
strong and powerful, and in the name of ELOHIM
TZABAOTH, Spirits of Water adore your Creator! The Practicus Sign

Take up the cup of Water and with it trace the Sign of the Eagle before the Tablet. Say:

In the Name of GABRIEL, the Great Archangel of Water, and in the Sign
of the Eagle, Spirits of Water, adore your Creator!

Trace a cross with the cup and say:

In the Name and Letters of the great Western Quadrangle revealed unto
Enoch by the Great Angel Ave, Spirits of Water adore your Creator!

Hold the cup high and say:

In the Three Great Secret Names of God, born upon the banners of the
West, EMPEH ARSEL GAIOL, Spirits of Water adore your Creator! In
the Name RA-AGIOSEL, Great King of the West, Spirits of Water adore
your Creator!

Replace the cup and return to the station of the Hierophant to face West. Visualize
the other astral officers at their stations facing East. Say:

In the Name of ELOHIM TZABAOTH, I declare the temple opened in the
3 = 8 grade of Practicus.

Give the following knocks with the pommel of the scepter: ¥ M 1 M (1—3—1—3).
Visualize the officer/godform of the Hiereus repeating the Battery of knocks: 1—
3—1—3. Visualize the officer/godform of the Hegemon repeating the Battery of
knocks: 1—3—1—3.

Step out of the office of Hierophant and return it to the dominion of Osiris. The
goddess Thmé then leads you to the West of the temple.
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PART 1: Advancement in the 31st Path of Shin

Visualize all of the officer/godforms at their respective stations. At this point, the
temple has been opened under the guidance of the Guardians of the Hall, with
your very active participation. You have already done much to activate the Ele-
ment of Water within your sphere of sensation. Just as in the past you must now
take a few moments to re-establish yourself as a candidate who seeks for entrance
into this Hall. Perform the Qabalistic Cross to maintain a psychic balance of all the
Elements within your aura. Recall the experience in the antechamber, where you
were blindfolded in the darkness. Restore the persona of the aspirant within you.

Take up the Pyramid of Flame in your right hand. Give the Battery of knocks: 1—3—
1—3. Stand in the Western part of the Hall facing East and say:

This candidate seeks for entrance. I vow it to be true that I (magical
motto) have made such progress in the paths of Occult Science to have
enabled me to pass certain examinations in the requisite knowledge. Hav-
ing accomplished this, I am now eligible for advancement to the grade of
Practicus.

The goddess Thmé replies:
His Throne was like a Fiery Flame and the Wheels as Burning Fire.

She leads you before the station of the Hiereus and faces you toward the godform
of Horus, who demands the 2 = 9 Signs and words from you:

Give me the Sign of the grade of Theoricus. (You give it.)
Give me the Grip or Token.
You exchange the Outer Order Grip with the hawk-headed god.
Give me the Grand Word of the 2 = 9 grade.
You give it: “Shaddai El Chai.”
Give me the Mystic Number of the 2 =9 grade.
You give it: “45.”
What is the Password formed from the Mystic Number?—Horus asks.
You answer: “Mem-Heh.”

What is the Mystic Title of the 2 = 9 grade?
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You give it: “Poraios de Rejectis.”
What symbol did you receive in that grade?
You give it: “Ruach.” Behind you, you hear the voice of Osiris speak:
Poraios de Rejectis, are you ready to take this oath of the 3 = 8 grade?
You answer: “I am ready to take this oath.” Face the Water Tablet and say:

I (state magical motto) solemnly pledge to maintain and uphold the mys-
teries of the 31st and 30th Paths and of the grade of Practicus, just as I am
pledged to maintain those of the preceding grades.

Give the Saluting Sign of a Neophyte and say: “I swear by the Abyss of the Waters.”
Take up the cup that is before the Tablet of the West. With your fingers, sprinkle
Water thrice in front of the Tablet and say: “Let the powers of Water witness my pledge.”

Thmé as Hegemon leads you between the pillars in the Northeast. She remains at
the outer side of the white pillar. Give a knock and say:

Before me are the Portals of the 31st, 32nd, and 29th Paths. Of these, the
central one leads to the grade of Theoricus from that of Zelator. The one on
my left now open to me, is the 31st, which leads from the 1 = 10 of Zela-
tor to the 3 = 8 grade of Practicus.

Osiris speaks:

Take in your right hand the Pyramid of Flame, and follow your guide,
AXIOKERSA, the Kabir, who leads you through the path of Fire.

The Hegemon turns to the right. You pass between the pillars and follow her as she
leads you slowly around the Hall. Take time however to visualize the following:

At this point, briefly imagine in your mind’s eye that you are pass-
ing through a Gate marked with the Hebrew letter Shin; leaving
the sphere of Malkuth behind and following your guide through a
bright red tunnel or passageway. You are leaving the material
world behind as you begin to traverse the fiery path of initiation
that connects the Active World with the Realm of the Intellect. The
energy of the path is electric and pulsating, as if you have walked
into an active volcano.

You have a vision that you are in a mountain grove sur-
rounded by a large gathering of people who are reveling in celebra-
tion. Itis mid-evening and already the revelry has continued for three
days, yet the participants show no sign of fatigue. The purple-cloaked
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Priests known as the Sai seem obsessed as they dance in leaping spi-
rals armed with shields and javelins. Warriors, sailors, shepherds,
women and even children take to the dance stamping their bare feet
in the soil of Demeter’s sacred grove with offerings of grain, bread
and wine to the goddess. The sound of reed pipes, drums, chants and
cymbals is raised to a deafening uproar which continues until dusk.

With the coming of nightfall, the celebration turns more
somber. Pine torches are passed out among the participants to be
lighted from the hestia or public hearth fire. Then single file, the
group proceeds up a well worn hillside path. Past rocky outcrop-
pings and stunted trees, the procession eventually winds through
the darkness to the stony side of a cliff where the mouth of a large
cavern is flanked by the carved images of two dogs holding great
torches. This is the Grotto of Hecate, the dark goddess of the Moon
and the Underworld. One by one the celebrants file into the gaping
mouth of the earth.

Your ears pick up the sound of a foundry—hammers striking
iron —the tearing sound of steam as flaming hot metal strikes water.
The image of the burly smith god Hephaestus standing over an anvil
pounding red-hot metal with a hammer appears before you. The
piece of hot metal he is working seems to be triangular. The god
holds the metal on the anvil with iron tongs. The sweat of the god
forms fiery droplets at his brow. The air is hot and humid with steam
and sparks, but your mysterious guide leads you onward.

After one circumambulation around the Hall, the Hegemon leads you to the
Hierophant'’s throne. The officer-form of the Hierophant rises, but you no longer
recognize the figure of Osiris; in his place is a mature bearded figure crowned
with oak leaves and dressed in a golden Greek tunic. Holding a red lamp, the fig-
ure approaches you and begins to speak:

AXIEROS, the First Kabir, spake unto Kasmillos the candidate, and
said: “l am the apex of the Pyramid of Flame. | am the Solar Fire
pouring forth its beams upon the lower World—Life-giving, Light-
producing. By what symbol dost thou seek to pass by?”

Hold up the Admission Badge and say: “I seek to pass by bearing the symbol of the
Pyramid of Flame.” The Hierophant speaks:

Hear Thou the voice of AXIEROS, the First Kabir: “The Mind of the
Father whirled forth in reechoing roar—comprehending by invinci-
ble Will, ideas omniform, which flying forth from that One Fountain
issued. For, from the Father alike were the Will and the End, by
which yet they are connected with the Father, according to alter-
nating Life through varying vehicles.”
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:You take up the red lamp at the station of Hierophant and continue the speech of
the Kabir:

“But as they were divided asunder, being by Intellectual Fire distributed
into other Intellectuals. For the King of all previously placed before the
polymorphus World, by which the universe shines forth decked with ideas
all various, of which the Foundation is One and Alone. From this: the oth-
ers rush forth distributed and separated through the various bodies of the
universe and are borne in swarms through its vast Abysses, ever whirling
forth in Illimitable Radiation.

They are Intellectual Conceptions from the Paternal Fountain, partaking
abundantly of the Brilliance of Fire in the culmination of Unresting Time.

But the Primary, Self-Perfect Fountain of the Father pours forth these Pri-
mogenial Ideas. These being many, ascend flashingly into the Shining World
and in them are contained the Three Supernals—because it is the Operator—
because it filleth the Life-producing Bosom of Hecate®—and it instilleth into
the Synoches, the enlivening strength of Fire, endued with Mighty Power.”

The figure of the Kabir continues the speech:

“The Creator of all, Self-operating, formed the World, and there was
a certain mass of Fire, and all these self-operating He produced, so
that the Cosmic Body might be completely conformed—that the
Cosmos might be manifest and not appear membranous.

And he fixed a vast multitude of in-wandering stars, not by a strain
laborious and hurtful, but to uphold them with stability, void of
movement—forcing Fire forward into Fire” Hereunto is the speech
of AXIEROS.

Replace the lamp. After hearing the Kabir’s speech, the Path of Shin seems to glow
scarlet with the warming rays of the Sun after the end of a long winter. The Hege-
mon leads you round to the station of the Hiereus, who rises at your approach
with red lamp in hand. No longer do you perceive the hawk-headed god, Horus.
The features of the Hiereus are now that of a fierce Greek warrior in red armor and
helmet. The figure speaks to you:

AXIOKERSOS, the Second Kabir, spake to Kasmillos the candi-
date and said: "l am the left basal angle of the triangle or Flame. |

92 The Chaldeans considered Hecate as a Goddess of central rank; she therefore possessed the cen-
ter of all the Powers. At her right hand was the Fountain of Souls, while at her left hand was the
Fountain of Virtues.

93 The Chaldean Oracles list the Synoches as one of three Intellectual species of spiritual Powers
which are attributed to the Second Mind or the Empyraean World. In the Qabalistic scheme, this
world would correspond to Briah.
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am the Fire Volcanic and Terrestrial, flashingly flaming the Abysses
of Earth—Fire rending—TFire penetrating—tearing asunder the cur-
tain of Matter—Fire constrained—Fire tormented—raging and
whirling in lurid storm. By what sign dost thou seek to pass by?”

(Hold up the Admission Badge and say:) “I seek to pass by bearing the symbol of the
Pyramid of Flame.”

Your guide leaves you in the care of the Hiereus who continues:

Hear thou the voice of AXIOKERSOS, the Second Kabir: "For not
in Matter did the Fire which is in the Beyond First enclose His Pow-
ers in acts, but in MINDY”

You take up the red lamp at the station of Hiereus and continue the speech of
the Kabir:

“For the Former of the Fiery World is the Mind of Mind, Who first sprang
from Mind, clothing the one Fire with the other Fire, binding them
together so that He might mingle the fountainous craters while preserving
unsullied the brilliance of His own Fire—and thence a Fiery Whirlwind
drawing down the brilliance of the Flashing Flame—penetrating the
Abysses of the Universe; thence-from downward all extend their won-
drous rays, abundantly animating Light, Fire, Aether and the Universe.”

The figure of the Kabir continues:

“From Him leap forth all relentless thunders, and the whirlwind-
wrapped, storm-enrolled Bosom of the All-splendid Strength of
Hecate, Father-begotten, and He who encircleth the Brilliance of
Fire and the strong Spirit of the Poles, all fiery beyond.” Hereunto is
the speech of AXIOKERSOS.

Replace the lamp. You feel as if the heat of the path has increased greatly, as
though you were walking through the molten bowels of the Earth. You can almost
smell the acrid odor of lava and liquefied steel. The atmosphere of the path has
suddenly become volatile and explosive. Beneath your feet the earth seems to
rumble with pangs of volcanic pressure. The officer-form of the Hiereus leads you
round to the station of the Hegemon, who rises with a red lamp. The face of Thmé
is gone; in its place is the face of a dark-complected woman in a green Greek tunic.
The figure speaks to you:

AXIOKERSA, the Third Kabir, spake to Kasmillos the candidate,
and said: “| am the Right Basal Angle of the triangle of Flame. |
am the Fire astral and fluid, winding and coruscating through the
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Firmament. | am the Life of beings—the vital heat of existence. By
what sign dost thou seek to pass by?”

Hold up the Admission Badge and say: “I seek to pass by bearing the symbol of the
Pyramid of Flame.” The figure continues:

Hear thou the voice of AXIOKERSA, the Third Kabir; “The Father
hath withdrawn Himself but hath not shut up His Own Fire in His
inteltectual Power. All things are sprung from that One Fire”

You take up the red lamp at the station of Hegemon and continue the speech of
the Kabir:

For all things did the Father of all things perfect, and delivered them over
to the Second Mind Whom all races of men call First. The Mind of the
Father riding on the subtle girders which glitter with the tracings of
inflexible and relentless Fire.

The figure continues:

“The Soul, being a brilliant Fire, by the Power of the Father
remaineth immortal and is Mistress of Life, and filleth up the many
recesses of the Bosom of the World, the channels being inter-
mixed, wherein she performeth the works of Incorruptible Fire”
Hereunto is the speech of AXIOKERSA.

The “feel” of the path remains fiery, yet it is now a nourishing Fire—the Fire of the
hearth which provides heat and warmth. It is the Fire of Life moving unseen
through all aspects of Creation—a vibration and electrical charge of energy. You
receive an image of Samothracian priests pouring water from a vase onto your
forehead and anointing your hands and feet in ritual purification. Other priests
fan clouds of scented smoke over you.

The Hegemon leads you to the West of the altar facing East. The first Kabir at the
station of Hierophant speaks to you:

Stoop not down unto the darkly splendid World wherein continually
lieth a faithless Depth, and Hades wrapped in clouds delighting in
unintelligible images, precipitous, winding, a black ever-rolling
Abyss, ever espousing a Body, unluminous, formless and void.

You continue the speech of the Kabir:
Nature persuadeth us that there are pure daemons and that even the evil

germs of Matter may alike become useful and good. But these are Myster-
ies which are evolved in the profound abyss of the Mind.
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The First Kabir continues:

Such a Fire existeth extending through the rushings of Air or even
a Fire formless whence cometh the Image of a Voice, or even a
flashing Light, abounding, revolving, whirling forth, crying aloud.

You continue the speech:

Also there is the vision of the Fire-flashing Courser of Light, or of a Child
borne aloft on the shoulders of the Celestial Steed, fiery or clothed in gold,
or naked and shooting with a bow, shafts of Light, and standing on the
shoulders of a horse.%*

But if I prolong this meditation, I shall unite all these symbols in the form
of a Lion.%s

When the Vault of the Heavens and the Mass of the Earth are no longer
visible to me; when unto my sight the Stars have lost their light and the
lamp of the Moon is veiled; when the Earth abideth not and around me is
the Lightning Flame—then I will not call before myself the Visible Image
of the Soul of Nature, for no matter the temptation to do so, I must not
behold it ere my body is purged by the Sacred Rites—since ever dragging
down the Soul and leading it from the Sacred Things, from the confines of
Matter, arise the terrible Dog-faced Demons, never showing true image
unto mortal gaze.

The First Kabir continues the speech:

So therefore first the priest who governeth the works of Fire must
sprinkle with the lustral Water of the Loud, Resounding Sea.

You continue the speech:
I shall labor around the Strophalos® of Hecate. Whenever a terrestrial

Demon approaches, I shall cry aloud and sacrifice the Stone MNI-
ZOURIN.>

94 A reference to Sagittarius, the Sign of Mutable Fire.
9 Leo, the Sign of Fixed or Kerubic Fire.

9% A golden ball dedicated to Hecate bearing a sapphire in its center. Around it is a leather thong
inscribed with various sacred characters. Holding the leather thong the Chaldeans whipped this orb
into the air around their heads as they invoked the Iynges or Intellectual Spirit Powers associated
with the Second Mind and the Empyraean World.

97 Because of their proximity to matter, Terrestrial Spirits are notorious for giving falsehoods. The
stone Mnizourin was said to have the power of evoking Superior Spirits that would reveal the Truth
to the magician. According to the Oracle, the evocation of a superior Spirit went hand-in-hand with
the sacrificing of the stone.
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I shall not change the barbarous Names of Evocation, for they are Names
Divine, having in the Sacred Rites a power ineffable.”

The First Kabir continues the speech:

And when, after all the phantoms have been banished, thou shalt
see that Holy and Formless Fire—that Fire which darts and flashes
through the Hidden Depths of the Universe, Hear thou the Voice of
Fire. Hereunto is the speech of the Kabir.

Visualize all of the astral officer /godforms shedding their outer appearance as the
Kabiri and assuming their regular demeanor. Hold the Admission Badge for the
Path of Shin high and say:

The Solid Triangular Pyramid is an appropriate hieroglyph of Fire. It is
formed of four triangles, three visible and one concealed, which yet is the syn-
thesis of the rest. The three visible triangles represent Fire, Solar, Volcanic,
and Astral, while the fourth represents the latent Heat; AUD—uactive,
AUB—ypassive, AUR—equilibrated, while Asch is the name of Fire.

Put the Pyramid aside and focus your attention on the plaque of the letter Shin. Say:

The Thirty-first Path of the Sepher Yetzirah which answereth unto the
Letter Shin is called the Perpetual Intelligence, and it is so-called because
it regulateth the proper motion of the Sun and the Moon in their proper
order, each in an orbit convenient for it.

1t is therefore a reflection of the Sphere of Fire, and of the path connecting
the Material Universe as depicted in Malkuth with the Pillar of Severity
and the side of Geburah, through the Sephirah Hod.

Focus your attention on the Tarot Key of Judgment and say:

The Twentieth Key of the Tarot symbolically represents these ideas. To the
uninitiated eye it apparently represents The Last Judgment with an Angel
blowing a trumpet and the Dead rising from their tombs—but its mean-
ing is far more recondite than this, for it is a glyph of the powers of Fire.

The Angel encircled by the rainbow, whence leap coruscations of Fire, and
crowned with the Sun, represents MICHAEL, the Great Archangel, the
Ruler of Solar Fire.

The Serpents which lead in the rainbow are symbols of the Fiery
Seraphim. The Trumpet represents the influence of the Spirit descending
from Binah, while the Banner with the Cross refers to the Four Rivers of
Paradise and the Letters of the Holy Name.



350 SELF-INITIATION INTO THE GOLDEN DAWN TRADITION

He is also AXERIOS, the first of the Samothracian Kabiri, as well as Zeus
and Osiris. The left hand figure below, rising from the Earth is SAMAEL,
the Ruler of Volcanic Fire. He is also AXIOKERSOS, the Second Kabir,
Pluto and Typhon.

The right hand figure below is ANAEL, the Ruler of Astral Light. She is
also AXIOKERSA, the Third Kabir, Ceres and Persephone, Isis and
Nephthys. She is, therefore, represented in duplicate form, and rising from
the waters. Around both these figures dart flashes of Lightning.

These three principle figures form the Fire triangle, and further represent
Fire operating in the other Three Elements of Earth, Air, and Water.

The central lower figure with his back turned, and his arms in the Sign
of the Two equals Nine, is ARIEL, the Ruler of latent heat. He is rising
from the Earth as if to receive the properties of the other three. He is also
KASMILLOS, the candidate in the Samothracian Mysteries, and the
Horus of Egypt. He rises from the rock-hewn cubical Tomb and he also
alludes to the candidate who traverses the path of Fire. The lower figures
represent the Hebrew letter Shin, to which Fire is especially referred. The
seven Hebrew Yods allude to the Sephiroth operating in each of the Plan-
ets and to the Schem ha-Mephoresh.

Visualize the following:

Imagine that you are at the end of the blazing reddish Path of Shin
leading from the bowels of the Earth up to a vast ocean above you. A
priest of the mysteries comes forward and places a hot brand against
your forehead. The pain is minimal, replaced by a feeling of elation.
The branding iron of Hephaestus leaves a red triangle-shaped mark
on your skin. The priests then clothe you in a violet cloak.

In your mind’s eye imagine that you now stand before the
orange Gate that is the entrance leading to the Water temple of
Hod. You realize that your journey through the 31st Path has been
a primary step in your spiritual initiation. For the first time you
have traversed a path which has veered off the security of the Mid-
dle Pillar. You have been baptized in and through the Element of
Fire as a balancing stage prerequisite for immersion into the Water
temple of Hod. All the psychic impurities within yourself which
would block your spiritual progress must be burned away utterly.
You must be reborn through spiritual Fire like the phoenix. You are
the fourth side of the Pyramid of Flame, receiving the properties of
the other three sides—within your Soul is the latent or Hidden Fire
of Nature which courses through all things in the manifest universe
that are touched by the Divine. And you are more aware than ever
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of a Higher Presence—a force that moves through the universe and
through your very essence. On this path the divine powers have
descended into materialization—into Fire—and have left their
brand upon you, marking you as an initiate of the mysteries.

Osiris speaks to you:
I hereby confer on you the Title of Lord (Lady) of the Thirty-First Path.
(Say:) I claim the Title of Lord (Lady) of the 31st Path.

Thmé speaks to you:

You have passed the Gate of the Path of Shin in the footsteps of an
initiate. Prepare this Hall to reflect the 30th Path of Resh. Prepare
thyself for passage into the Path of the Sun.

The goddess leads you out into the antechamber where you spend a few moments
rehearsing the Fourfold Breath and meditating on the Judgment Card. Perform
the Qabalistic Cross to once again equilibrate the Elemental energies within your
Aura. When ready, set the temple in accordance with Part 2 of the ritual.

Changes in the temple setup for the second part of the ritual—the 30th Path: Replace
the plaque of the letter Shin in the Northeast with the letter Resh. Replace the letter
Tau with Samekh. Replace the letter Qoph with Tzaddi. Also replace the Tarot card
of Judgment with that of The Sun. All other temple furnishings remain as they are.

PART 2: Advancement in the 30th Path of Resh

Spend a few moments in the antechamber in a state of relaxed meditation. Per-
form the Qabalistic Cross. Take up the Admission Badge of the Greek Cross of
Thirteen Squares. Visualize all of the astral officer/godforms at their respective
stations. Take a few moments to re-establish yourself as a candidate who seeks for
entrance into this Hall.

With the Greek Cross in your right hand, stand in the Western part of the Hall fac-
ing East.

The goddess Thmé comes to your side and says:
Behold, He hath placed His Tabernacle in the Sun.

Thmé as Hegemon leads you between the pillars in the Northeast. She remains at
the outer side of the white pillar. Give a knock and say:
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Before me are the Portals of the 30th, 25th, and 28th Paths leading from the
2 = 9 grade of Theoricus to those grades which are beyond. Of these, the only
one now open to me is the 30th which leads to the 3 = 8 grade of Practicus.

Osiris speaks:

Take in your right hand the Solar Greek Cross, and follow your
guide, through the pathway of the Sun.

(Say:) “Before the Intellectual Whirlings of Intellectual Fire, all things are
subservient through the Will of the Creator of All.”

The Hegemon turns to the right. You pass between the pillars and follow her as
she leads you slowly around the Hall. During this time visualize the following:

At this point, briefly imagine in your mind’s eye that you are pass-
ing through a Gate marked with the Hebrew letter Resh, leaving
the sphere of Yesod behind and following your guide through a
bright orange tunnel or passageway. You are leaving the astral
sphere behind as you begin to traverse the fiery Solar path of the
individual human mind that connects the sphere of Foundation
with the Realm of the Intellect. The energy of the path is warming
and pulsating, as if you have walked out into a bright Summer’s
day which has stirred the creative process in your mind and
arouses your awareness of a higher presence that moves through
all aspects of the universe. The image of a ship comes to your
mind—a ship which carries you across the Aegean Sea. Above you
is the chariot of Helios, the god of the Sun. Your mysterious guide
leads you onward.

After one circumambulation around the Hall, the Hegemon leads you to the
Hierophant’s throne. The officer-form of the Hierophant rises, and again you see
before you a mighty bearded figure clothed in a golden tunic. Holding a red lamp,
the figure approaches you and begins to speak:

AXIEROS, the First Kabir, spake unto Kasmillos the candidate, and
said: “l| am the Sun in greatest elevation, bringing upon Earth the
ripening heat—fructifying all things—urging forward the growth of
vegetable nature, Life-giving, Life-producing—crowning summer
with golden harvest, and filling the lap of plenteous Autumn with the
purple vintage of the Vine.” Thus far the voice of AXIEROS!

Visualize the following:

After hearing the Kabir’s speech, the Path of Resh seems to glow
orange with the brilliant Solar rays of the midday Summer Sun—
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the rays of Apollo. The air is hot and humid. You can feel the Sun’s
heat on your arms and face, and you can feel its life-blood in the
sap of the plants. The warmth seems to have a stimulating effect on
your mind, which quickens with new creativity and insight. It is as
though a new channel of communication has been opened between
your individual human mind and the greater divine Mind. Instinc-
tively you know that you will gradually be privileged to gain intel-
lectual knowledge from that Greater Mind, but only through an
inner communication which needs no words, only symbols.

The Hegemon leads you round to the station of the Hiereus, who rises at your
approach with red lamp in hand. The fierce figure in red armor appears to you
once more. The scarlet warrior speaks:

AXIOKERSOS, the Second Kabir, spake to Kasmillos the candi-
date and said: “| am the Sun in greatest depression beneath the
Equator when cold is greatest and heat is least—withdrawing his
light in darkening winter, the Dweller in mist and storm.” Thus far the
voice of AXIOKERSOS!

Visualize the following;:

You feel as if the warming heat of the path has been snuffed out,
replaced by a chill wind. The sense of intellectual creativity that you
enjoyed a few brief moments ago has given way to the realization of
possible barrenness and abuse of mental powers. You understand
now that the energy of this path, can be quite harsh if used incor-
rectly, or without balance.

In your mind’s eye you again see a vision of your ship in
the Aegean Sea. Storm clouds have blotted out the sun and the fury
of the'waves crashes down upon the bow of the boat. Against the
wrath of the tempest, you stand firm, focusing on the singular pur-
pose of all your spiritual quest. Your power as an initiate of the
mysteries will see you through.

The officer-form of the Hegemon leads you round to her station, where she takes up
the red lamp. Her face is again that of a woman in a green tunic. The figure speaks:

AXIOKERSA, the Third Kabir, spake to Kasmillos the candidate,
and said: “l am the Sun in Equinox, initiating Summer or heralding
Winter—mild and genial in operation, giving forth or withdrawing
the vital heat of life.” Thus far the voice of AXIOKERSA!

Visualize the following:
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The energy of the path now seems curiously calm and balanced, as
if you stood in the center of a hurricane, in total equilibrium, while
turbulence is all around you. You are at the pivotal point of Solar
energy, which is peaceful yet potent. Above all you have a power-
ful sense of consciousness and purpose.

The Hegemon leads you to the West of the altar facing East. The First Kabir at the
station of Hierophant speaks to you:

The Creator of All congregated the Seven Firmaments of the Cos-
mos, circumscribing the Heaven with convex form. He constituted a
Septenary of Wandering Existences, suspending their disorder in
well-disposed zones.

You continue the speech of the Kabir:

He made them six in number and for the seventh, he cast into the midst
thereof the Fire of the SUN—into that Center from which all lines are
equal—that the swift Sun may come around that center eagerly urging
itself towards that Center of Resounding Light. As rays of Light, His locks
flow forth, stretching to the confines of Space, and of the Solar Circles, and
of the Lunar flashings and of the Aerial Recesses, the Melody of the Aether
and of the Sun and of the Passages of the Moon and of the Air.

The wholeness of the Sun is in the supermundane orders, for therein a Solar
World and endless Light subsist. The Sun more true measureth all things
by time, for He is the Time of Time, and his disc is in the Starless above the
inerratic Sphere, and he is the center of the Triple World. The Sun is Fire
and the Dispenser of Fire. He is also the channel for the Higher Fire.

The First Kabir continues the speech:

O Aether, Sun and Spirit of the Moon, ye are the Leaders of Air.
And the great goddess bringeth forth the vast Sun and the brilliant
Moon and wide Air, and the Lunar Course and the Solar Pole. She
collecteth it, receiving the melody of the Aether and of the Sun and
of the Moon, and of whatever is contained in Air.

Unwearied doth Nature rule over the Worlds and Works, so that the
Period of all things may be accomplished. And above the shoulders
of the great goddess, is Nature in her vastness exalted. Thus far the
voice of the Kabiri.

Visualize all of the astral officer /godforms shedding their outer appearance as the
Kabiri and assuming their regular demeanor.
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Hold the Admission Badge for the Path of Resh high and say:

The Solar Greek Cross is formed of thirteen squares which fitly refer to the
Sun'’s motion through the Zodiac, these Signs being further arranged in
the arms of the cross according to the four Elements with the Sun in the
Center and representing that luminary as the center of the whole.

Put the Badge aside and focus your attention on the plaque of the letter Resh. Say:

The 30th Path of the Sepher Yetzirah which answereth to the letter Resh is
called the Collecting Intelligence, and it is so called because from it the
Astrologers deduce the judgment of the Stars, and of the Celestial Signs,
and the perfections of their science according to the rules of their resolu-
tions. It is therefore the Reflection of the Sphere of the Sun and the path
connecting Yesod with Hod—Foundation with Splendor.

Focus your attention on the Tarot Key of The Sun and say:

The Nineteenth Key of Tarot symbolically resumes these ideas. The Sun
has twelve principal rays which represent the Twelve Signs of the Zodiac.
They are alternately waved and salient as symbolizing the alternation of
the masculine and feminine natures. These again are subdivided into the
36 Decanates or sets of ten degrees in the Zodiac, and these again into 72,
typifying the 72 quinances or sets of five, and the 72-fold Name Schem ha-
Mephoresh. Thus the Sun embraces the whole of creation in its rays.

The seven Hebrew Yods on each side, falling through the air, refer to the
Solar influence descending. The Wall is the Circle of the Zodiac, and the
stones are its various degrees and divisions.

The two children standing respectively on Water and Earth represent the
generating influence of both, brought into action by the rays of the Sun.
They are the two passive Elements, as the Sun and Air above them are the
active Elements of Fire and Air. Furthermore, these two children resemble
the Sign Gemini which unites the Earthy Sign of Taurus with the Watery
Sign Cancer, and this Sign was, by the Greeks and Romans, referred to
Apollo and the Sun.

Visualize the following:

Imagine that you are at the end of the orange Path of Resh. In your
mind’s eye imagine that you now stand before the orange Gate that
is the entrance leading to the Water temple of Hod. You realize that
your journey through the 30th Path has been a personal one of
inner communication with the Divine Mind. Your mind is like that
of a small child, and you must be taught in order to grow wise. You
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are the fourth Sun in the path—the latent Sun—yet to rise in the
East as the child of the great gods. You have stepped off the safety
of the central path, so you must proceed with caution and knowl-
edge. This knowledge can only be taught from the voiceless mouth
of the Divine within. In this path there is much wisdom and intel-
lectual learning to be gained, but you must walk with discretion,
because the knowledge is powerful, yet it can easily be abused. The
life-giving rays of the Sun can just as easily scorch the vegetation
and create a desert wasteland. Knowledge is a sacred gift.

Osiris speaks to you:
I hereby confer on you the Title of Lord (Lady) of the Thirtieth Path.
(Say:) “I claim the Title of Lord (Lady) of the 30th Path.”

Thmé speaks té you:

You have passed the Gate of the Path of Resh in the unfolding rays
of the Sun. Prepare this Hall to reflect the Water temple of Hod.
Prepare thyself for advancement into the 3 = 8 grade of Practicus.

The goddess leads you out into the antechamber where you spend a few moments
rehearsing the Fourfold Breath and meditating on the Sun Card. Perform the
Qabalistic Cross to once again equilibrate the Elemental energies within your
Aura. When ready;, set the temple in accordance with the final part of the ritual.

Changes in the temple setup for the remainder of the ritual—the temple of Hod:
Place the pillars slightly West of the altar. Just East of the altar should be a diagram
stand with the diagram of The Garden of Eden before the Fall placed thereon. Upon
the altar itself the cross should be placed above the triangle with a cup of Water in
the center, separating the two. The triangle is pointed apex downward, and its
three points are surrounded by the three red lamps which had accompanied the
officers in the previous part of the ritual.

The station of Hiereus is situated North of the altar, while the station of
Hegemon is located South of the altar. The station of the Hierophant should tem-
porarily be imagined just West of the altar, (although it is not necessary to move
the Hierophant’s lamen or scepter from the East). The plaques of the Hebrew let-
ters are needed as follows: East—Mem, Southeast—Ayin, South—Peh, South-
west—Resh, Northwest—Shin. In the East should be the Qamea of Mercury, along
with the Mercurial sigils and the symbol of Mercury on the Tree of Life.
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PART 3: Entry into Hod

After setting up the Hall, spend a few additional moments in relaxed meditation in
the antechamber. Visualize the Water triangle once more and then perform the
Qabalistic Cross. Take up the Admission Badge to the temple of Hod—the cup of
Stolistes Lamen. When finished, stand just outside the temple door and give the
Battery of knocks: 1—3—1—3. Briefly visualize all of the officer/godforms at their
respective stations. Then imagine Thmé at the entrance facing you. The goddess
motions for you to enter and places you before the plaque of the Hebrew letter
Resh, by which you have symbolically entered this grade from the 2 = 9 grade of
Theoricus. She leads you forward to the figure of the Hiereus. Horus inquires:

By what symbol dost thou enter herein?

(You answer:) I enter by the peculiar emblem of the Stolistes, the Cup of
Water, which partakes in part of the symbolism of the Laver of Moses and
the Sea of Solomon. On the Tree of Life it embraces nine of the Sephiroth,
exclusive of Kether. Yesod and Malkuth form the triangle below, the for-
mer the apex, the latter the base. Like the Caduceus, it further represents
the Three Elements of Water, Air, and Fire. The Crescent is the Water
which is above the Firmament, the Circle is the Firmament, and the trian-
gle the consuming Fire below, which is opposed to the Celestial Fire sym-
bolized by the upper part of the Caduceus.

Thmé leads you to the position of the Hierophant, just West of the altar. All three
astral officer/godforms turn inward to face the altar. Visualize the following:

In your mind’s eye see yourself standing at the end of the orange
path of Resh, facing the Gate to the astral temple of Hod. A large
orange door is in front of you. Carved into this door is the letter
Heh painted in blue. The three Samothracian Kabiri stand before
you, holding up their red lamps and blocking your final passage
into Hod with the Banner of the West. You hold up the Stolistes’
lamen and proclaim that you have received the Title of Lord /Lady
of the 31st and 30th Paths. The Banner of the West is withdrawn
and the Kabiri permit you final entrance into the Water temple of
Hod. Astrally, you give the Neophyte Signs followed by the Sign of
a Practicus and then step through the door into Hod.

The temple is an eight-sided chamber draped in curtains of
orange silk. Embedded into the floor is a figure of an octagon made
from fire opals. The scent of storax is in the Air, and the ceiling is
ornamented with a large blue sigil of Mercury. Eight columns sur-
round the blue central altar, upon which are a temple flame, a chal-
ice of Water, and the Book of Knowledge.
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The Archangel Michael is also here, a noble winged war-
rior in red armor who wields a large sword. He leads you to a
curtain at the far end of the temple. Giving the Sign of the Spiral-
ing Light, you step through the curtain.

Again you find yourself in the familiar Courtyard of the
Tabernacle. Briskly you walk past the brazen altar and the Laver,
entering the outer chamber of the Holy Place before the golden
altar. As in your previous visit, you offer up coals and incense and
perform the Qabalistic Cross. Then crossing the chamber, the veil
before you separates and you stand again before the sacred Ark.

You gaze into the Divine Light that is perched atop the
golden Mercy Seat between the two winged Kerubim. Another
vision of the Garden of Eden presents itself to you:

You see before you the Tree of Life, completely formed
through the action of the Lightning Bolt which you witnessed in the
Theoricus grade. On the right is the pillar of brilliant flame, while
on the left is the dark pillar of swirling clouds. At the Summit of the
Tree is a great and beautiful goddess with long dark hair and the
sculptured face of an Egyptian. She is AIMA, the Supreme and ever-
lasting Mother who resides within the realm of the Three Supernals.
The goddess is the shining image of divinity and her face is full of
grace and compassion. She wears a gleaming crown of stars and her
ethereal white robe is ornamented with the golden orb of the Sun.
She stands upon a silver dais which is the Crescent Moon itself.

You are aware of a divine name which enters your mind,
YOD HEH VAV HEH ELOHIM. The combination of the masculine
god YAH with the feminine goddess ELOAH results in a unified
masculine/feminine deity—YHVH ELOHIM, who is both male
and female, yet who transcends both of these terms. YHVH ELO-
HIM is the essence of masculine vitality and feminine creativity.
However the outer appearance that this Being presents to the
world below the Supernals is feminine—the great Mother AIMA.

And from her Supernal feet flows a perpetual stream of
water, the mighty river Naher, the Never-failing waters which
nourish the bountiful supply of plant and animal life in the Garden
of Eden. The river Naher contains the Waters of Life, clear as crys-
tal bringing forth all living things and inanimate objects which
comprise the manifest universe. The river flows from the feet of the
goddess to the sphere of Daath, where it is separated into the four
rivers which divide the Garden into the four Cardinal Points of
East, West, North, and South.

The combined rivers water the Garden of Eden, the Tree of
Life, and all of Creation in its primal splendor. Before your eyes the
rivers form an equal-armed cross. Beneath the surface of the flow-
ing waters you can make out the mighty form of a man who wears
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a kingly crown, his arms spread out in the form of a Tau Cross
under the currents of the Northern and Southern rivers—his head
in the Eastern river, while his feet lie in the Western waters. His
hands stretch out as if to grasp the spheres of Chesed and Geburah,
while his torso is centered at Tiphareth.

In Malkuth stands the mighty crowned goddess Eve, who
supports the entire Tree of Life with her delicate yet strong arms.
She single-handedly holds up the two great opposing pillars of Fire
and Cloud, Light and Darkness. She stands fearlessly in the realm
of matter, sustaining the universe by completing and solidifying
the Tree of Life in the physical world. Beneath her feet, under the
very soil and stones and burrowing earth creatures, is a great and
terrible dragon coiled in sleep. This beast has seven heads and ten
horns, the Seven Infernal Palaces and the Ten Averse Sephiroth. It
is the inverted and evil Tree which mirrors the Tree of Life. The
abode of the Dragon is the kingdom of shells (cast-off forms and
shadows) that lies directly below Malkuth.

At the feet of the goddess Eve grows another Tree, the tree of
the knowledge of Good and of Evil, which is between the Tree of Life
and the Kingdom of Shells. The upper branches of this Tree reach
upwards to the seven lower Sephiroth, but the lower branches reach
downward to the seven Infernal Palaces of the Qlippoth. The fruit
carried on the upper branches of the Tree (good) is sweet and with-
out blemish, while the fruit on the lower branches (evil) is bruised
and poisonous. This implies that knowledge can be used for the pur-
poses of good, or it can equally be abused for the purposes of evil. In
this lies an important truth, as well as a great responsibility.

Gradually, this vision of the Garden of Eden fades once
more into the brilliant Light above the mercy Seat of the Ark. The
curtain before you closes and obscures the Ark and its guardians.
You are again in the astral temple of Hod.

Bring the focus of your conscious mind back to the Practicus Hall. Perform the
adoration to the Lord of the universe. The officer-form of the Hierophant at your
side directs your attention to the diagram of the Garden of Eden East of the altar.
When you are ready, continue and say:

Before me is represented the symbolism of the Garden of Eden. At the
summit is the Supernal Eden, containing the Three Supernal Sephiroth,
summed up and contained in Aima Elohim, the Mother Supernal, the
Woman of the twelfth chapter of the Apocalypse, crowned with the Sun
and the Moon under her feet, and upon her head the Crown of Twelve
Stars—Kether. And whereas the Name YOD HEH VAV HEH, is joined
to the name Elohim, when it is said Tetragrammaton Elohim planted a
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Garden Eastward in Eden, so this represents the power of the Father
joined thereto in the Glory from the Face of the Ancient of Days. And in
the Garden was the tree of the Knowledge of Good and of Evil, which lat-
ter is from Malkuth, which is the lowest Sephirah between the rest of the
Sephiroth and the Kingdom of Shells, which latter is represented by the
Great Red Dragon coiled beneath, having Seven Heads (the Seven Infer-
nal Palaces) and Ten Horns—(The Ten Averse Sephiroth of Evil, con-
tained in the Seven Palaces).

The a River Naher went forth out of Eden, namely from the Supernal Triad,
to water the Garden (the rest of the Sephiroth), and from thence it was
divided into Four Heads in Daath, whence it is said “In Daath the Depths
are broken up and the clouds drop down dew.” The first Head is PISON,
which flows into Geburah (whence there is Gold). It is the River of Fire. The
Second Head is GIHON, the River of Waters, flowing into Chesed. The
Third is HIDDEKEL, the River of Air, flowing into Tiphareth, and the
Fourth River is PHRATH, Euphrates, which floweth down upon the Earth.

This river going forth out of Eden is the River of the Apocalypse, the
Waters of Life, clear as crystal proceeding out of the Throne of God and the
Lamb, on either side of which was the Tree of Life, bearing Twelve manner
of fruits. And thus do the Rivers of Eden form a cross, and on that cross
the Great ADAM, the Son who was to rule the nations with a Rod of Iron,
is extended from Tiphareth and his arms stretch out to Gedulah and Gebu-
rah, and in Malkuth is Eve, Mother of all, the Completion of all, and above
the Universe she supporteth with her hands the Eternal Pillars of the
Sephiroth. As it was said in the 30th Path, “And above the shoulders of
that great goddess is Nature in her vastness exalted.”

The officer-form of the Hierophant captures your attention to give you the secrets
of the grade. You hear the voice of Osiris:

The 3 = 8 grade of Practicus is referred to the Sephirah Hod and the
30th and 31st Paths—those of Resh and Shin are bound thereto.

Osiris then prompts you to give the Sign of Practicus and explains:

This Sign is given with the hands together, raising the arms until the
elbows are level with the shoulders. The thumbs and fore-fingers
make a triangle over the breast—a triangle apex downward. This
represents the Element of Water, to which this grade is attributed.

The Grip or Token is the general Grip of the First Order. The Grand
Word is a Name of ten letters, ELOHIM TZABAOTH, which means
Lord of Hosts. The Mystic Number is 36, and from it is formed the
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Password of this grade which is ELOAH, one of the Divine Names.
It should be lettered separately when given thus—ALEPH,
LAMED, HEH.

You repeat the words:

The Grand Word of this grade is ELOHIM TZABAOTH. The Mystic
Number is 36. The Password of the grade is ELOAH—ALEPH,
LAMED, HEH.

(You continue:) Unto this grade and unto the Sephirah Hod, the Eighth
Path of the Sepher Yetzirah is referred. It is called the absolute or perfect
Path, because it is the means of the Primordial, which hath no root to
which it may be established, except in the penetralia of that Gedulah or
Magnificence which emanate from the subsisting properties thereof.

Osiris continues:

The distinguishing Badge of this grade, which you are now entitled to
wear is the sash of the Theoricus with the addition of an orange cross
above the violet cross and the number 3 and 8 in a circle and square
respectively, left and right of its summit—and below the 32, the num-
bers 30 and 31 in orange between two narrow orange lines.

Open the altar and remove the Practicus sash. As you put it on, visualize the god
Osiris investing you with the sash. The god then points out the Enochian Tablet of
the West behind you. As you inspect the Tablet say:

This grade is especially referred to the Element of Water and therefore the
Great Watchtower or Tablet of the West forms one of its principal
emblems. It is known as the Second or Great Western Quadrangle or
Tablet of Water, and it is one of the Four Great Tablets delivered unto
Enoch by the Great Angel Ave. From it are drawn the Three Holy Secret
Names of God—EMPEH ARSEL GAIOL—uwhich are borne upon the
Banners of the West, and numberless Divine and Angelic Names which
appertain unto the Element of Water.

The officer-form of the Hierophant indicates the cross and triangle upon the
altar. Say:

The cross above the triangle represents the power of the Spirit of Life rising
above the triangle of the Waters and reflecting the Triune therein, as further
marked by the lamps at the angles. While the Cup of Water placed at the
junction of the cross and triangle represents the maternal Letter MEM.
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The officer-form of the Hierophant returns to his throne in the East. Osiris speaks,
pointing to the Hebrew letter plaques:

The Portals in the East and South East are those of the paths
which conduct to higher grades, while that in the South leads to the
4 =7 grade of Philosophus, the highest grade in the First Order.

Osiris directs your attention to the Qamea of Mercury. You continue:

The grade of Practicus is especially related to the Planet Mercury, whose
Qamea or Mystical Square, together with Seals and Names formed from
it, is shown in the East. The symbol of Mercury when inscribed on the
Tree of Life is also shown. It embraces all but Kether. The horns spring
from DAATH, which is not properly a Sephirah, but rather the conjunc-
tion of Chokmah and Binah.

Hear the voice of Osiris speaking to you:

I now congratulate you on having passed through the ceremony of
the 3 = 8 grade of Practicus, and in recognition thereof, | confer
upon you the Mystic Title of Monocris de Astris, which means “Uni-
corn from the Stars,” and | give you the symbol of MAIM which is
the Hebrew name for Water.

Go to the East and face the godform of Osiris. The god traces the sigil of the cross
and circle before you. Take up the crown-headed scepter and turn to face the East.
Taking on the officer-form of the Hierophant, give a knock and say:

In the Name of ELOHIM TZABAOTH, hear ye all, that I (state magical
motto) proclaim that I have been duly advanced to the grade of 3 = 8 of
Practicus, Lord (Lady) of the 30th and 31st Paths, and that I have received
the Mystic Title of MONOCRIS DE ASTRIS and the symbol of MAIM.

PART 4: The Closing

Give a knock and say: “Let us adore the Lord and King of Water!” Knock again. Face the
East and visualize the Water triangle. Say, “Let ELOHIM TZABAOTH be praised
unto the Countless Ages of Time, Amen!”

Go to the West of the temple facing the Enochian Tablet of Water. Visualize the astral
officer/godforms standing at their stations, facing West also. Give a knock with the
scepter and recite the Prayer of the Undines or Water Spirits:
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Terrible King of the Sea, Thou who holdest the Keys of the Cataracts of
Heaven, and who enclosest the subterranean Waters in the cavernous hol-
lows of Earth. King of the Deluge and of the Rains of Spring. Thou who
openest the sources of the rivers and of the fountains; Thou who comman-
dest moisture which is, as it were, the Blood of the Earth, to become the
sap of the plants. We adore Thee and we invoke Thee. Speak Thou unto us,
Thy changeful creatures, in the Great Tempests, and we shall tremble
before Thee. Speak to us also in the murmur of the limpid Waters, and we
shall desire Thy love.

O Vastness! Wherein all the rivers of Being seek to lose themselves —
which renew themselves ever in Thee! O Thou Ocean of Infinite Perfec-
tion! O Height which reflectest Thyself in the Depth! O Depth which
exaltest into the Height! Lead us into the true life, through intelligence,
through love! Lead us unto immortality through sacrifice, that we may be
found worthy to offer one day unto Thee, the Water, the Blood and the Tears,
for the Remission of Sins! Amen.

Through the authority of the office of Hierophant bestowed upon you by Osiris,
banish the powers of the Water Tablet. Trace with the wand a large circle in front
of the Tablet. Then draw the banishing pentagram of Spirit Passive. As you do so
vibrate “THCOMA” (Hey-coh-mah). Trace the sigil of Spirit in the center and intone
“AGLA” (Ah-gah-lah). Give the Reversal Sign of the Spiraling Light. Then trace
the banishing pentagram of Water. As you do so vibrate the Name “EMPEH
ARSEL GAIOL” (Em-pay Ar-sel Gah-ee-ohl). Draw the sigil of the eagle’s head in
the center and intone “Aleph Lamed, AL.” Give the Sign of Practicus.

Give the License to Depart by saying:

Depart ye in peace unto your habitations. May the blessing of ELOHIM
TZABAOTH be upon you. Be there peace between us, and be ready to come
when ye are called! (Give a knock.)

Return the office of Hierophant to the dominion of Osiris in the Eastern part of
the Hall.

The goddess Thmé comes to your side. She leads you to the station of the Hiereus
where she traces the figure of the cross and triangle in the Air. The godform of
Horus salutes with the Projection Sign—Thmé answers with the Sign of Silence.
Horus slowly fades from view. In this manner, Thmé releases the other godforms in
the Hall, Osiris and the godforms on the Dais. All the astral entities in the Hall begin
to fade from view.

Thmé herself is the last godform to dissolve. You thank the goddess for guiding
you in the Practicus Hall, and trace the figures of the cross and triangle before her.
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She salutes you with the Projection Sign. You answer with the Sign of Silence. With-
draw the white ray which had activated the godform back into your heart center.
Perform the Qabalistic Cross one last time to equilibrate all energies within your
sphere of sensation.

Take up the sword and perform the Lesser Banishing Ritual of the Pentagram.
Then go to the East and say: “In the Name of ELOHIM TZABAOTH, I declare this
temple closed in the 3 = 8 grade of Practicus.”

Give the Battery of knocks: 1-3-1-3. Go to the station of the of Hiereus and repeat
the Battery: 1-3-1-3. Go to the station of Hegemon and repeat the Battery: 1-3-1-3.
Give the Practicus Sign before exiting the temple.%

The Fourth Knowledge Lecture

SECTION 1: Admission Badges and Diagrams

The Solid Triangle, Tetrahedron or Pyramid of Fire, is the Admission

f Badge for the Path of Shin in the 3 = 8 grade. It is an appropriate

symbol of Fire, representing the simple Fire of Nature and the

Latent or Hidden Fire. It is formed of four triangles, three visible

and one concealed, which yet is the synthesis of the rest. The three

upper triangles represent Solar Fire, Volcanic Fire, and Astral Fire,

while the fourth and basal triangle represents latent heat. Active Fire is AUD, pas-
sive Fire is AUB, equilibrated Fire is AUR, while the name of Fire itself is ASCH.

The Greek Cross of 13 Squares, is the Admission Badge to the Path of Resh in

the 3 = 8 grade. It is formed of 13 squares which fitly refer to the Sun’s motion

through the Zodiac. The Celestial Signs are further arranged in the arms of the

cross according to the four Elements with the Sun in the center and representing

that luminary as the center of the whole figure.

The Cup of Stolistes, is the Admission Badge to the Water temple of Hod in
the Practicus grade. Based upon the lamen of the Stolistes, this Badge is an explicit
representation of the same energies utilized by that officer. This Badge partakes to
some extent of the symbolism of the Laver of Moses and the Sea of Solomon.

On the Tree of Life, it embraces nine of the Sephiroth, exclusive of Kether.
Yesod and Malkuth form the triangle below, the former the apex, the latter the base.
Like the Caduceus, it further represents the three primary Elements of Water, Air,
and Fire. The crescent is the Water which is above the Firmament, the circle is the
Firmament, and the triangle is the consuming Fire below, which is opposed to the
Celestial Fire symbolized by the upper part of the Caduceus. The cup is a symbol of
spiritual receptiveness.

The Symbol of Mercury on the Tree of Life embraces all but Kether. The horns
spring from Daath (knowledge) which is not, properly speaking, a Sephirah, but
rather a conjunction of Chokmah and Binah.
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The Unification of the Planets in Mercury® represents a glyph of the Planets
combined in a Mercurial figure. Descending in order are the symbols of Luna,
Mars, Sol, Venus, Jupiter and Saturn.

The Garden of Eden Before the Fall (see Plate 3). This diagram is described in
the Practicus Ritual. It shows in a glyph the teaching proper to the Practicus on
entering the Sephirah Hod which he has reached by the Paths of Shin and Resh
from Malkuth and Yesod respectively.

At the summit are the Three Supernal Sephiroth summed up into One
Aima Elohim, the Mother Supernal The Woman of the Apocalypse clothed with
the Sun, the Moon under her feet, and on her head the Crown of Twelve Stars.

Itis written So the Name Jehovah is joined to the Name Elohim, for Jeho-
vah planted a Garden Eastward in Eden.

From the Three Supernals follow the other Sephiroth of the Tree of Life.
Below the Tree, proceeding from Malkuth is The Tree of Knowledge of Good and
of Evil which is between the Tree of Life and the World of Assiah or Shells, repre-
sented by the Coiled up Dragon with Seven Heads and Ten Horns being the
Seven Infernal Palaces and the Ten Averse Sephiroth.

The River NAHAR (") flows forth from the Supernal Eden and in Daath
it is divided into Four Heads:

PISON (%*p): Fire flowing to Geburah where there is Gold.
GIHON (}'7°3): Water the Waters of Mercy, flowing into Chesed.
HIDDIKEL (5p7m): Air flowing into Tiphareth.

PHRATH (Euphrates) (5D): Earth flowing into Malkuth.

It is written In Daath the Depths are broken up and the Clouds drop
down dew.

The word Nahar has the meaning perennial stream never failing
waters as opposed to other words meaning Torrent or Brook.

The River going out of Eden is the River of the Apocalypse, the Waters of
Life, clear as crystal proceeding from the Throne, on either side of the Tree of Life,
bearing all manner of Fruit.

Thus the Rivers form a Cross and on it The Great Adam, the Son who is to
rule the Nations, was extended from Tiphareth and his arms stretch out to Geburah
and Gedulah, and Malkuth is Eve, supporting with her hands the Two Pillars.*

As a important note of interest, archeologists have recently theorized
that the land called Eden was once a fertile plain in a region now covered by the
waters of the Persian Gulf. The words Eden and Adam are pre-Sumerian
words for fertile plain, and setilement on the plain. The names of the rivers
Hiddekel, Gihon, Pison, and Euphrates are probably linguistic remnants of a
people who lived in the area before the Sumerians appeared. The Rivers Phrath
(Euphrates) and Hiddekel (Tigris) still flow today. But scientists have recently
discovered, via pictures from space, images of a fossil river which once flowed

% Optional Diagram.
% The above section is from Regardie s The Golden Dawn.
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through dry river beds in northern Arabia now called the Wadi Batin and the
Wadi Rimah (Pison). Some archeologists now believe that the Karun river which
rises in Iran and flows southwest to the Gulf was in fact the ancient river Gihon.

The river Gihon brings up the geographical problem in that it is supposed
to “encompass the whole land of Ethiopia.” The Hebrew script refers to it as the
land of Kush. Seventeenth-century translators of the King James Bible rendered
this as “Ethiopia.” Kush could in fact refer instead to Kashshu and the Kashshites,
a people who occupied Mesopotamia from 1500 to 900 BCE. All of these ancient
rivers could have joined a single river that once ran through a rich fertile area
(Eden) which was flooded by the Persian Gulf in approximately 5000 to 4000 BCE,
when a sudden rise in sea levels occurred around the world. Thus the Genesis
passage referring to the river of Eden dividing and forming four heads, is rooted
in geography as well as in spiritual legend.

The diagram of the Garden of Eden, along with its counterpart in the fol-
lowing grade, holds the keys to many psychological and spiritual dilemmas
‘which besiege the aspirant. In fact both diagrams taken together can be said to
outline the entire magical philosophy.

The diagram of Eden before the Fall is a pictorial embodiment of the three
basic principles in humanity; the three Qabalistic parts of the Soul. Each principle
is seemingly independent from and oblivious to the others. An early evolutionary
stage in the history of the human race is symbolized here—a time when humans
were not sentient beings—there was no such thing as self-consciousness. It was to
coin a phrase, an age of innocence, when peace and tranquillity reigned by right
of birth not by toil.

Bear in mind that what is meant by peace here is psychological peace
rather than a peaceful environment. Certainly the first human-creatures on Earth
did not often have peaceful surroundings. But since self-consciousness (sentience)
had not yet been born into the mind of humanity, there were no psychological
conflicts such as those which torture so many Souls today. The diagram is
revealed in the 3 = 8 Grade because the Element of Water is an appropriate expres-
sion of this tranquil existence.

At the top of the drawing is a great goddess with a diadem of twelve
stars and clothed with the glory of the Sun who stands upon the crescent moon.
Her symbolism refers to the archetypal or Supernal mind-state, thus she is a
glyph of the Neshamah or Highest Self of the Soul. At the bottom of the Tree is
Eve, the symbol of the Nephesh, standing in balanced opposition to the Divine
Self. The goddess Eve is the dark and extremely ancient terrestrial feminine
principle of passions and instincts, which dates back to the primeval origins of
human physiology. Reconciling between these two goddesses is Adam, sus-
tained by the might of Eve. Adam represents the Ruach not yet aware its own
latent power and potential. Moreover, he symbolizes humankind as a whole; he
is a personified glyph of the collective creative principle or manifesting Light
incarnating into humanity; touching upon the Divine above him and the instinc-
tive below him. Adam can also be said to represent the aspirant of the mysteries
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at a point in time preceding the arousal of any
“personal demons” buried deep within the mod-
ern subconscious mind.

The slumbering dragon beneath is a sym-
bol of the latent magical abilities within human-
ity—vast in power but neutral; neither good nor
evil in and of themselves.

The Tarot Keys of Judgment and The Sun
along with the 31st and 30th paths of the Sepher
Yetzirah are fully described in the Practicus Ritual.
They are further delineated in the section describ-

ing “Ritual Work for the Practicus.”% The Tree of the Knoquedge
of Good and Evil

SECTION 2: Lineal Figures and Magical Squares

As stated earlier, one of the most pervasive ideas behind the science
of magic is the Law of Correspondences. In addition to to colors,
musical notes, incenses, gemstones, metals, and other items, the var-
ious Sephirotic and Planetary energies are also correlated (first and
foremost) to the idea of numerical value. The numbers and lineal fig-
ures appropriate to Planets are:

Saturn — 3 — Triangle
Jupiter — 4 — Square
Mars — 5 — Pentagram
Sun — 6 — Hexagram
Venus — 7 — Heptagram
Mercury — 8 — Octagram
Moon — 9 — Enneagram

Additional lineal figures that the Practicus should be aware of are the
Rhombus and the Vesica.

A Rhombus is an equilateral parallelogram (or four-sided figure whose
opposing sides are parallel and equal) with no right angles. In such a figure, each
side is identical to the side opposite it. A diagonal line drawn between two oppo-
site points on the rhomboid would form two congruent triangles. The figure of a
rhombus is very similar to that the vesica.

A Vesica is a pointed oval formed by the intersection of two circles. It is the
“common ground” shared by both circles, and is often used to symbolize a state of
transition, transference or transcendence. (The vesica piscis or pointed oval aureole
was used by medieval artists to enclose holy figures.)&
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The Rhombus

Polygons and Polygrams:®

The Point within the Circle represents the operation of Kether in general, and the
Cross within the Circle that of Chokmabh, for therein are the roots of Wisdom. In
using these lineal figures in the formation of Talismans under the Sephiroth,
remember that:

The Point within the Circle—Kether
The Cross within the Circle—Chokmah
The Triangle within the Circle—Binah
The Square within the Circle—Chesed,

and that the remaining Sephiroth should have the double, treble or quadruple
forms of their lineal figures bound together in their Talismans. For example, in the
Heptangle for Netzach, the Heptagon and the two forms of the Heptagram should
be united in the same Talisman, the extremities of the angles coinciding.

The Endekangle is attributed to the Qlippoth, the Dodekangle to Zodiacal
Forces in Malkuth. Kether hath the Primum Mobile, Chokmah the Sphere of the
Zodiac in command, and Malkuth that of the elements.

And many other meanings are bound together in the lineal figures besides
those which are given in this book. Two or more different lineal figures may be
bound together in the same Talisman.

The Triangle is the only lineal figure into which all surfaces can be reduced,
for every Polygon can be divided into triangles by drawing lines from its angles to
its center; and the triangle is the first and simplest of all lineal figures. It refers to
the Triad operating in all things, to the Three Supernal Sephiroth and to Binah, the
Third Sephirah, in particular.

Among the Planets it is especially referred to Saturn, and among the Ele-
ments to Fire, and, as the color of Saturn is black, and that of Fire red, the black Tri-
angle will represent Saturn, and the red, Fire.

100 From an abridged Order Document in Regardie’s The Golden Dawn.
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The Three Angles also symbolize the three Alchemical Principles of
Nature: Salt, Sulphur and Mercury.

The Square is an important lineal figure, which naturally represents stabil-
ity and equation. It includes the idea of surface and superficial measurement. It
refers to the Quaternary in all things, and to the Tetrad of the Holy Name YHVH
operating through the four Elements of Fire, Water, Air and Earth. It is allotted to
Chesed, the 4th Sephirah, and among the Planets to Jupiter. And as representing
the Four Elements, it represents their ultimation in the Material Form.

The Pentangle can be traced in two ways: reflected from every second point,
when it is called the Pentagon; and reflected from every third point when it is
called the Pentagram. The Pentangle as a whole is referred to the Fifth Sephirah,
Geburah. The Pentagon naturally represents the power of the Pentad, operating in
Nature by the dispersal of the Spirit and the four Elements through it.

The Pentagram with a single point upwards is called the “Sign of the
Microcosm,” and is a good symbol, representing man with his arms and legs
extended adoring his Creator, and especially the dominion of the Spirit over the
four Elements, and consequently of reason over matter.

But with the single point downwards it is a very evil symbol. The Head of
the Goat, or Demon’s Head, representing the abasement of reason beneath the
blind forces of matter, the elevation of anarchy above order, and of conflicting
forces driven by chance above God.

It represents the concentrated force of the Spirit and the four Elements
governed by the five letters of the Name of the Restorer of all things YHShVH,
and it is especially attributed to the Planet Mars. It also shows the Kerubim and
the Wheel of the Spirit. It is a symbol of tremendous force, and of HEH, the letter
of the Great Supernal Mother AIMA.

The Hexangle can be traced in two ways as a complete symbol: viz,
reflected from every 2nd point, when it is called the Hexagon, and reflected from
every 3rd point when it is called the Hexagram. The Hexangle as a whole is
referred to the 6th Sephirah, Tiphareth. The Hexangle naturally represents the
powers of the Hexad operating in Nature, by the dispersal of the rays of the Plan-
ets, and of the Zodiac emanating from the Sun. The number of degrees of a great
circle cut off between its angles is sixty, forming the astrological sextile aspect,
powerful for good. It is not so consonant to the Sun nature as the Hexagram, and
remember thou, that the ‘Gon signifieth dispersion, distribution, and radiation of a
force; but the ‘Gram concentration. Hence use thou the ‘Gon for spreading, and the
‘Gram for concentration and sealing; and when there is need, thou canst compare,
interpose and combine them; but the ‘Gon initiateth the whirl.

The Hexagram with a single point uppermost is called the Sign of the
Macrocosm, or greater world, because its six angles fitly represent the six days or
periods of Creation evolved from the manifestation of the Triune; while its syn-
thesis forms the seventh day, a period of rest, summed up in the hexagonal center.

It represents especially the concentrated force of the Planets, acting
through the Signs of the Zodiac, and thus sealing the Astral Image of Nature
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under the presidency of the Sephiroth; and also the 7 Palaces of the same. It is
especially attributable to the Sun.

It is a symbol of great strength and power, forming with the Cross and
the Pentagram, a triad of potent and good symbols, which are in harmony with
each other.

The Heptangle as a whole is referred to the 7th Sephirah, Netzach. The Hep-
tagon naturally represents the dispersal of the powers of the seven planets through
the week, and through the year. It alludes to the power of the Septenary acting
through all things, as exemplified by the seven colors of the rainbow.

The Heptagram reflected from every 3rd point yieldeth 7 triangles at the
apices thereof; fitly representing the Triad operating in each Planet, and the Plan-
ets themselves in the week and the year.

The Heptagram is the Star of Venus, and is especially applicable to her
nature. And as the Heptagram is the lineal figure of the Seven Planets, so is Venus
as it were their Gate or entrance, the fitting symbol of the Isis of Nature, and of the
seven lower Sephiroth of the Bride.

The Octangle as a whole is referred to the Eighth Sephirah, Hod. The Oct-
angle naturally represents the power of the Ogdoad, and the Octagon showeth
the Ogdoad operating in Nature by the dispersal of the rays of the Elements in
their dual aspect under the presidency of the 8 letters of the name.

The Octagram reflected from every 3rd point yieldeth 8 triangles at the
apices thereof; fitly representing the Triad operating in each element in its dual
form, i.e., of Positive and Negative, under the powers of the Name YHVH
ADONALI or as it is written bound together IAHDONHI.

This Octagram reflected from every fourth point is the Star of Mercury, and
is especially applicable to his nature. Itis further a potent symbol, representing the
binding together of the concentrated Positive and Negative Forces of the Elements
under the Name of IAHDONHI. And forget not that ADONAL is the key of YHVH.

The Enneangle as a whole is referred to the 9th Sephirah Yesod. It naturally
representeth the power of the Ennead, and the Enneagon showeth the Ennead
operating in Nature by the dispersal of the rays of the seven Planets and of the
Head and Tail of the Dragon of the Moon.

The Enneagram reflected from every 3rd point representeth the Triple
Ternary operating both in the 7 Planets with the Caput and Cauda Draconis of the
Moon, and with the Alchemical principles counterchanged and interwoven. It is
not so consonant with the Nature of Luna as the Enneagram reflected from every
5th Point.

The Enneagram is the Star of Luna, and is especially applicable to her
nature. It represents her as the administratrix to the Earth of the virtues of the
Solar System under the Sephiroth.

The Enneagram reflected from every fourth point is composed of three tri-
angles united within a circle, and alludes to the Triple Ternary of the three alchem-
ical principles themselves. It is not so consonant with the nature of Luna as the
next Form.
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The Dekangle as a whole is referred to the Tenth Sephirah-—Malkuth. The
Dekangle naturally represents the power of the Dekad, and the Dekagon showeth
the Dekad operating in nature by the dispersal of the rays of the ten Sephiroth
therein. The number of degrees of a Great Circle cut off between its angles is 36,
the half of the Quintile astrological aspect.

The Dekagram reflected from every 3rd point is especially consonant with
Malkuth, and shows the Triad operating through the angle of the two Pentagons
within a circle, of which it is composed. It alludes to the combination of the three
Alchemical Principles with the Spirit and the Four Elements in their Positive and
Negative form, under the presidency of the Ten Sephiroth themselves.

The Dekagram reflected from every 5th point is composed of two Penta-
grams within a circle. It shows the operation of the duplicated Heh of the Tetra-
grammaton, and the concentration of the Positive and Negative forces of the Spirit
and of the four Elements under the presidency of the potencies of the Five in
Binah; the Revolutions of the Forces under Aima, the Great Mother.

The Endekangle (and Endekad) as a general rule is referred to the Qlippoth:
of its forms however, the one reflected from every 4th point represents their
restriction, and therefore it is not altogether to be classed with those that represent
their operations in Nature. The Endekangle naturally represents the evil and
imperfect nature of the Endekad, and the Endekagon represents the dispersal of the
eleven curses of Mount Ebal through the Universe ( Deut. XXVII).(Though they
are paraphrased as 12 in the English Bible, in the Hebrew version they are para-
graphed as eleven, two being classed together.)

The Dodekangle as a general rule is referred to the Zodiac, and naturally
represents the power of the Dodekad.

The Dodekagon shows the dispersal of the influence of the Zodiac through
nature, the Dodekagram its concentration. The number of degrees of a Great Cir-
cle cut off between its angles is 30, forming the weak astrological semi-Sextile
aspect, good in nature and operation.%

Magic Squares

The Qameoth or magical squares of the Planets, are both diagrams as well as potent
mystical pentacles which relate to the Planets and to specific Planetary energies.
The word Qamea comes from a Hebrew root word meaning talisman or amulet,
but the word also has connections with the English word “cameo.” Although the
magic squares are best known through the works of such magicians as Cornelius
Agrippa (Occult Philosophy) and Peter De Abano (The Heptameron), they are
undoubtedly of ancient and probably Persian origin.

The magical squares of the Planets are formed of the squares of the num-
ber of the Planet, arranged so as to yield the same number each way (horizontal,
vertical and diagonal). The number of the sum of each column of figures and the
number of the total of all the numbers of the square, are also numbers especially
attached to the Planet. The number of lesser squares or units on each side of the
Qamea determines which Planet it is associated with through correspondence of
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the number of the appropriate Sephirah. Thus the number of the Planet Saturn is
3 (Binah), square 9, sum of all columns vertical, horizontal and diagonal—15; total
sum of all numbers—45. Thus one can easily see from this example that there are
many numbers contained in each Qamea which are designated as Planetary num-
bers. These numbers are then formed into Divine and Spirit names (and sigils)
which correlate to certain Planetary energies.

The Planetary energies are said to include Archangels, Intelligences and Spir-
its. The Names of these beings are themselves derived from the primary numbers
of the square. The administrative force is the Planetary Archangel. The Intelli-
gence of a Planet is seen as an evolutionary, nurturing, inspiring or guiding entity,
while the Spirit is traditionally viewed as a blind or “raw” energy force without
guidance or intelligence. The Spirit must always be guided by the Planetary Intel-
ligence, under the control of the Archangel.

A sigil or seal is a magical symbol that contains the seed or essence of a
spirit or deity. The word is derived from the Latin word sigillum, which means a
sign or signature. It is the magical glyph that is derived from a name or magic for-
mula by a process of numerical conversion the result of which is traced upon a
Qamea (or similar device). The method of Gematria known as Aig Beker is very
important to the drawing of sigils on a Qamea (Refer to the section on Aig Beker.)

The Planetary seal or sigil of the Planet is a symbol designed in such a man-
ner that its traced lines touch every number or unit square of the Qamea. The seal is
used in talismanic magic to represent the Qamea or act as a governing force for it.

The Qameoth are very important in the designing of talismans; magical
objects which are ceremonially consecrated to attract a particular Planetary, Sephi-
rotic, Zodiacal or Elemental force. Designing such talismans is part of the grade-
work of an Adept. However, many published versions of the Qameoth as well as
their corresponding Planetary Sigils often contain mistakes. The student would be
well advised to never trust a sigil to be correct simply because it is published. The
magician should always work sigils out for him/her self. ,

Some of the most important numbers associated with the Qameoth are
given here. The “units” represent the total number of lesser squares in a given
Qamea. The initials MC stand for magic constant, which represents the sum of the
numbers of any given row, column or diagonal line of the Qamea. The initials GT
allude to the grand total or the total sum of all the numbers that appear on a Qamea.
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SATURN
Sephirah: 3 Units:9 MC:15 GT: 45
Intelligence: Agiel =45 Spirit: Zazel = 45
JUPITER
Sephirah: 4 Units: 16 MC: 34 GT: 136
Intelligence: Iophiel = 136 Spirit: Hismael = 136
MARS
Sephirah: 5 Units:25 MC: 65 GT: 325
Intelligence: Graphiel = 325 Spirit: Bartzabel = 325
SOL
Sephirah: 6 Units: 36 MC: 111 GT: 666
Intelligence: Nakhiel = 111 Spirit: Sorath = 666
VENUS
Sephirah: 7 Units: 49 MC: 175 GT: 1225
Intelligence: Hagiel = 49 Spirit: Kedemel = 175
MERCURY
Sephirah: 8 Units: 64 MC: 260 GT: 2080
Intelligence: Tiriel = 260 Spirit: Taphthartharath = 2080

LUNA

Sephirah: 9 Units: 81 MC: 369 GT:3321
Intelligence: Shelachel =369 Spirit: Chashmodai = 369
Intelligences: Malkah be-Tarshism ve-ad Ruachoth Shechalim = 3321
Spirit of the Spirits: Shad Barshemoth Ha-Shartathan = 3321
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It is easy to see how the grand total of each Qamea is arrived at, since it is
simply the total sum of all the numbers on a given magic square. However, this is
not true of the magic constant. Although many occultists know what the magic
constant (or mystical number) of a Qamea is, they often do not know how it is
arrived at. A mathematical formula is needed to determine the magic constant of
each Qamea. The formula for finding the magic constant of any given Qamea is:

N3 +N
2

In all of these formulas, “N” stands for the number of the Sephirah that corre-
sponds to the Planet involved. For example in the case of the Saturn square, N = 3.
The formula for finding the MC would follow:

N3+N = 3x3x3+3 = 2743 = 30=15
2 2 2 2

The magic constant of the Saturn square is 15. To find the MC of the Jupiter square
we would use the same formula, the only difference is that in this case N = 4.

N3+N = 4x4x4+4 = 6444 = 68 =34
2 2 2 2

The magic constant of the Jupiter square is 34.

Besides the magic constant and the grand total, there is another Planetary
number that is crucial to the understanding of magic squares, the arcane compliment.

The arcane compliment (AC) is a hidden number which controls how the
numbers are placed on a Qamea. It is a number which determines the arrange-
ment of all the numbers on the magic square. There are two different formulas for
finding the arcane complement—one for odd-numbered magic squares, the other
for even-numbered Qameoth.

Odd Squares:
The formula for finding the AC of an odd square is:
N2 +1
2

Remember that in the case of Saturn, N = 3, the number of Binah. The formula is
worked out as follows:

N2+1 = 3x3+1 = 941 = 10=5
2 2 2 2

The arcane compliment of the Saturn square is 5. And on all of the odd-
numbered Qameoth, the AC is always placed in the exact center of the square. The
numbering of the lesser squares or units starts immediately below the arcane com-
pliment, beginning with the number 1.

To place the remaining numbers on the square, one must not think of the
Qamea as just a flat surface with numbers. The magic square must be visualized
as being cylindrical or spherical. If the paper Qamea was rolled into a tube, the
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right and left columns of numbers would then touch each other. Had the tube
been rolled the other way, the top and bottom rows of numbers would touch each
other. Either way, the columns and rows of numbers on the Qamea should be
imagined as being connected on all sides. (The best way for the student to learn
the method of number placement, is to draw up a blank Saturn square.)

The remaining numbers after 1 then begin in a downward progression to
the right. The number 2 would be placed on a unit below the lower right-hand
corner of the Qamea, but since there is no square there to place the number, the 2
would be placed in the next available space at the top of the next column. The
downward progression to the right would continue, so that the next number, 3, is
placed in the middle of the first column.

The next number, 4, encounters a problem, in that it would normally fall
into a space that is already occupied by another number—1. When a number’s
natural progression is blocked by another number, the rule is to drop the new
number straight down (in its original column) by two spaces. Since in our Qamea,
the bottom row is imagined to touch the top row, the number 4 will drop down
two spaces and end up in the upper left-hand corner of the square.

The number 5 is the arcane compliment, which has already been placed in
its proper position at the center of the Qamea. The following number 6, continues
the downward progression to the right. The number 7 is blocked by the number 4,
so it drops two spaces down and falls into the unit in the middle of the right-hand
column. The numbers 8 and 9 then follow the usual progression.

This is the complete formula for figuring out the arcane complement and the
placement of numbers on all of the odd-numbered squares.

Even Squares:
The formula for the arcane complement of any even square is:

NZ2+1

Remember that in the case of Jupiter, N = 4, the number of Chesed. The formula is
worked out as follows:

N2+1 = 4x4+1 = 16+1 = 17

The AC of the Jupiter square is 17. But in order to place all of the numbers on an
even square, a different method is called for.

Using the Jupiter square as the example, one must first draw a blank
Qamea that is composed of 16 units (4 x 4). The squares are then numbered in pro-
gression starting from the upper right-hand corner, going from right to left—1, 2,
3, 4, etc., until all 16 squares are numbered. Then draw a large “X” through the
Qamea from corner to corner.

Then a second blank Qamea is drawn. This new Qamea is then filled in
with numbers from the previous one, but only with the numbers that are touched
by the “X.”

The remaining (untouched) numbers from the first Qamea are then sub-
tracted from the arcane complement (17). The final numbers arrived at are then
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placed into the remaining blank squares of the second Qamea. This is how the
numbers on the Jupiter square are obtained.1!

SECTION 3: Literal Qabalah

The Literal Qabalah, one of the four branches of the ancient
Hebrew mystical Qabalah, concerns the relationship between the
numbers and letters of the Hebrew alphabet. It exists primarily
in three forms which have been of great value to magicians
throughout the ages. These include Gematria, Notariqgon, and
Temurah.

Gematria

The method of assigning numbers to each of the Hebrew letters is known as Gema-
tria. The ancient Hebrews did not have a separate set of figures to describe num-
bers. Instead they used the letters of their alphabet. Gematria developed as a
process of ascribing meaning to numbers and determining the meanings of words
from their numerical value. This is usually accomplished by converting words
into their numeral values and comparing them to the values of other words in
order to acquire a new perspective on the original meaning. Words which share
the same numerical value are said to have a significant relationship to one another.

For example the name Ruach Elohim (the Spirit of the gods) in Hebrew has
a numeral value of 300 (Ruach = Resh: 200, Vav: 6, Cheth: 8 = 214—Elohim = Aleph:
1, Lamed: 30, Heh: 5, Yod: 10, Mem: 40 = 86). 300 is the same as the value of the
Hebrew letter Shin, which incidentally is the symbol of the Ruach Elohim.

(Note: The student could take this one step further by lopping off the two
zeros. This would leave 3, the number of Gimel, thus pointing to a relationship
between the Ruach Elohim and the Tarot card of The High Priestess.)

In another case, the Hebrew word Achad which means “one” or “unity”
has the numeral value of 13, the same value as the word Ahevah, “love.” Therefore
a relationship exists between these Hebrew words. In a final example, 26 is the
number given to the Tetragrammaton—YHVH— the most sacred name of the
Divine (Yod: 10 + Heh: 5 + Vav: 6 + Heh: 5 = 26). Twenty-six is also the number of
the Middle Pillar on the Tree of Life (counting the value of the Sephiroth:
1+6+9+10=26). )

(Note: In the study of Gematria one will find numerous cases of sublime
names and concepts sharing numerical values with low and demonic ones. The
student is advised to consider this as an example of the Hermetic axiom “As
above, so below.” Even the highest heavens have their equivalents in the lowly
abode of shells.)

101 Many of the other even-numbered squares follow increasingly complex methods of numerical
arrangement that we will not explore here. However these formulas will be examined in depth in a
forthcoming book by Adam Forrest, who has also published two new magic squares (the Qamea of
the Elements and that of Mazzaloth or the Zodiac) in Book 1 of The Golden Dawn Journal.
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Aiq Beker:

The method known as Aig Beker is an important tool of Gematria used not only to
convert Jetters into numbers, but also to create sigils and talismans. In order to trace
the sigil of an Angel or Spirit name on a magic square, it is important to first reduce
the name to the lowest possible numerical value that will fit on a given Qamea.
This is done by using an ancient Qabalistic technique known as Aiq Beker or the
Qabalah of Nine Chambers. This is a diagram that shows three rows and three
columns (a total of nine chambers) of numbers which are grouped together accord-
ing to the similarity of their numbers. (For example in one chamber, Gimel, Lamed
and Shin are placed because of their numbers 3, 30, and 300.) The numbers in this
diagram, from 1 to 900 are read from right to left, in the same manner that Hebrew
is read. The name Aiq Beker comes from reading the Hebrew letters in the first two
chambers from 1 to 200: Aleph, Yod, Qoph, and Beth, Kaph, Resh.

(Note: a second form of the diagram shows the chambers arranged in
accordance with the Sephiroth on the Tree of Life.)

For example, if one wanted to trace the sigil of the Intelligence of Saturn,
AGIEL, on the Saturn square, the numerical value of each Hebrew letter of the
name would have to be reduced to nine or less than nine (nine is the highest num-
ber on the Saturn square). The letters in the name are Aleph—1, Gimel—3, Yod—10,
Aleph—1, and Lamed—30. The only letters which need to be reduced in this case are
Yod and Lamed, which can be reduced to 1 and 3 using the Aiq Beker chart. The
numbers obtained which can be used to trace the sigil on the square are 1, 3, 1, 1, 3.

Tracing a Sigil:

When tracing a sigil on a Qamea, the first number of the name is marked with a
small circle. From there a line is drawn following the progression of the numbers.
When the final number of the name is reached, a short line is drawn to indicate the
completion of the sigil.

Variations in Tracing sigils:

If two letters of the same kind such as two Beths or two Gimels are side-by-side
within a name, this is represented in the sigil by a wave or crook in the line at that
point. If there is a letter in the name through which the line of the sigil passes
straight through to meet another letter, a loop or noose is formed at that point to
indicate that the letter is indeed a part of the name.

(Note: Another way of using Aiq Beker is to take one of the three letters in
any given section of the Aiq Beker diagram and exchange it for one of the other
two letters in that section. Thus in the first box, the letter Qoph could be substi-
tuted for either the letter Aleph or the letter Yod. This manner of using Aiq Beker
falls somewhat under the category of Temurah.)

Although not a part of the Qabalistic system of Gematria, the Pythagorean
Table is worth mentioning in conjunction with Aiq Beker. This Greek-based table
shows how our own alphabet can be reduced to numbers:
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The Pythagorean Table
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
A B CDEF G H I
J KL M N O P QR
S T UV WX Y Z

Notarigon

This aspect of the Literal Qabalah derives its name from the Latin word for “short-
hand writer,” notarius. This is a method for finding acronyms.

The first form of Notariqon is expansive, meaning that every letter in a sin-
gle word is used to create the initial letter of another word in a sentence. For an
example, take the word Berashith, the first word in Genesis. Every letter of this
word can be made an abbreviation of another word, yielding the sentence Berashith
Rahi Elohim Sheyequebelo Israel Torah, which means “In the Beginning the gods saw
that Israel would accept the law.”

The second form of Notariqon is contractive—a complete reversal of the first
form. In this case the first letter of each word in a sentence is taken to create a sin-
gle word which is the synthesis of the entire sentence. One example of this a word
found in the Lesser Banishing Ritual of the Pentagram, AGLA. The letters of this
word are taken from the sentence Atah Gibor Le-Olahm Adonai, which means “Thou
art great forever, my Lord.” Another example is the word ARARITA which is con-
structed from the sentence Achad Rosh Achdotho Rosh Ichudo Temurahzo Achad, 02
meaning “One is his beginning, One is his individuality, his permutation is One.”

For another example we shall cite a word that is commonly used by sev-
eral religions, but with little true understanding of its meaning. AMEN is written
in Hebrew as Aleph, Mem, Nun, which stands for the phrase Adonai Melekh Na'a-
mon or “Lord, Faithful King.”

As a note of interest, one of the names given to the Qabalah is Chokmah
Nestorah or the “secret wisdom.” The initial letters of this phrase are Cheth and
Nun, which form the Hebrew word chen meaning “grace.” Thus the Qabalists
maintain that certain Biblical passages that refer to God granting His grace to
someone are really implying that what he granted was in fact the secret wisdom
of the Qabalah.

Notariqons may also be formed using letters other than the initial ones,
such as the final or middle letters of words.

Temurah

The word Ternurah means “permutation.” It is a method of transposing letters sim-
ilar to crytography. Using this system, each letter of a word is replaced by another
letter, usually in accordance with a chart or table. This can result in a new word
which can be compared to the original one in order to provide new interpreta-

102 Israel Regardie gave the wording of this sentence as Achad Raysheethoh; Achad Resh Yechidathoh;
Temurathoh Achod.
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tions. Temurah is important for interpreting Qabalistic texts such as the Torah, and
for creating talismans.

Avgad: Asimple form of Temurah in which any letter in a word is replaced
by the letter which follows it in the alphabet. Thus the letter Beth could be substi-
tuted for Aleph, Daleth for Gimel, etc.

Thashrag: The method of writing a word backwards.

Boustrophedon: A method of writing in alternating lines, one from right to
left, and the other from left to right. (The Shem ha-Mephoresh was derived from Bib-
lical chapter of Exodus using this method.)

Tziruph: Amethod of folding the Hebrew alphabet back upon itself so that
one half may be exchanged for the other half. Then by alternately changing the
first letter or first two letters at the beginning of the second line, twenty-four
combinations are obtained. These are the known collectively as the Tuble of the
Combinations of Tziruph. (See Appendix II for the complete table.)

For an example we will use the first of the twenty-four combinations
known as Albath:

1 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1
K I T Ch Z \% H D G B A
M N S O P Tz Q R Sh Th L

Each combination from the Table of the Combinations of Tziruph derives its
name from the first two pairs of letters from both lines (ALBTh). These letters are the
key to the makeup of the system, since either letter in one of the pairs is substituted
for the other. Therefore using the method of Albath, the word Ruach (RVCh) would
be transformed into Detzau (DTzO).

There are four other tables used in Tziruph called the Rational Table, the
Right Table, the Averse Table and the Irregular Table. We will not go into detail about
these tables except to say that they are each formed from a square containing 484
lesser squares (22 x 22). The Right Table places the letters of the Hebrew alphabet
into these squares in their natural succession starting from the upper right-hand
corner going from right to left and from top to bottom. The Averse Table begins the
natural succession of the letters starting from the upper left-hand corner of the
square from left to right, but also from the lower right-hand corner of the square
from bottom to top.

Alternate Methods

Some Qabalists also add hidden meanings to Hebrew words by placing the final
form of aletter in the middle of a word, or by not using the usual final form of the let-
ter at the end of a word. (Both would change the numerical value of the entire word.)

There are also ways of encoding esoteric meanings into words by using
odd-sized letters or upside-down letters. Meanings may also be obtained by med-
itating on the shape of the Hebrew letters.&
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SECTION 4: Correspondences of Hod

The Practicus grade is attributed to the sphere of Hod on the
Qabalistic Tree of Life. Hod is the eighth Sephirah on the Tree and
the third sphere encountered by the aspiring initiate. It is the
sphere of the intellect, communication, science, the Element of
Water, and the Individual Mind. (Review all information on Hod
given in Chapter One.)

Name in English: Splendor

Divine (Atziluthic) Name: Elohim Tzabaoth
Archangel (Briatic) Name: Michael

Angelic (Yetziratic) Choir: Beni Elohim
Planet or House of Assiah: Kokab (Mercury)
Spiritual experience: Vision of Splendor
Qabalistic Number: Eight

Color (Briatic): Orange

Element: Water

Part of Anatomy: Right hip

Tarot cards: The four Eights

Magical Image: Hermaphrodite

Incense: Storax

Gemstone: Opal, fire opal

Symbols: Names, versicles, apron

Lineal Figure: Octagram

Virtue: Truthfulness

Vice: Dishonesty

SECTION 5: Correspondences of Water

Water symbolizes the creative and fertile part of the psyche and the

subconscious mind. It is the Element of transmutation and regener-

ation. Water is feminine, receptive, nurturing, and eternal. The color

given for Water is blue, and the cardinal point is West. (Review all

information on the Element of Water given in Chapter One.) The

correspondences of perfumes and incenses listed in Chapter Three
can be used in liquid form such as in essential oils, herbal baths or inks. These can
be employed by the magician as symbolic forms of Elemental Water.
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Hebrew and Other Names Connected with Water

Element Name: Maim (R°%)

Outer Divine Name: Elohim Tzabaoth (f1822 n*n‘m)
Cardinal Point: Maarab (West) (379D)

Archangel: Gabriel (5&"1::)

Angel: Taliahad (ISn)

Ruler: Tharsis (2°2")

Elemental: Undines ) .
Queen of Undines: Nichsa Mythological Image of an Undine

GABRIEL: (Specifically Gabriel Maimel) is the great winged Archangel of Elemen-
tal Water, whose name means “Strong One of God.” Stationed in the West, Gabriel
is visualized as a feminine Archangel standing upon the Waters of the sea wearing
robes of blue and orange. She holds a chalice of Water as a symbol of her creative
and fertile powers of consciousness in all its forms.

NESHER: The name of the Kerub of Water symbolized by the Zodiacal Sign of
Scorpio, or by the head of an eagle. Nesher is visualized as a powerful winged
sphinx-like figure with a human body and eagle’s head. His colors are primarily
blue and orange.

Beings and Deities of Water

According to the Assyro-Babylonian pantheon, in the beginning of the universe
there existed only the god APSU, the primordial ocean of fertile fresh Water and the
goddess TIAMAT, the tumultuous and salty Sea. From the mingling of their Waters
came MUMMU, the tumult of the waves, and a pair of monstrous serpents, who in
turn gave birth to both the celestial world and the terrestrial world, followed by the
gods. Tiamat is sometimes depicted as a great dragon. She was slain by the god
Marduk and from her body was fashioned the Heavens and the Earth.

In Assyro-Babylonian mythology, the rivers were dei-
fied. Not only were they seen as the creators of all
things, but also as devices of the gods” justice.

NAMMU: The Sumerian goddess whose name was
expressed by the ideogram for “sea.” She was described
as “the mother who gave birth to Heaven and Earth” and
as “the mother of Enki.” She is very similar to the cosmic
sea personified by the Babylonian Tiamat.

EA (or HEA): An Assyro-Babylonian deity whose name
means “house of Water.” He was the main divinity of the
liquid elements. Ea’s domain was the Apsu—the fresh
Water that surrounded the Earth (and in which the Earth
was suspended). The springs and rivers came from the
Apsu, which when spread over the Earth were a source
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of abundance, mines, treasures, and happiness as well as the
source of all knowledge and wisdom. He is the lord of gifts,
of fishermen, and sailers. In Sumer, Ea’s name was ENKI
“Lord of the Earth,” and he was also known as a god of Wis-
dom and of the Underworld. Ea is often represented as a
goat with a fish’s tail, although sometimes he is portrayed
as man with waves springing from his shoulders or from a
vase which he holds. Sometimes the serpent is mentioned as
one of his emblems. Ea’s wife was called Davkina, consort of
the deep. -

OANNES: An Assyro-Babylonian deity of the sea who was
depicted with the body of a man underneath the body of a fish.
Oannes came from the sea to teach humans language, sciences,
arts, agriculture, construction, laws and the principles of geo-
metrical knowledge. By this action, he enabled humans to
soften their manners and organize their lives for the better. When he had finished
instructing humanity, the god returned to the sea.

QOannes

NANSHE: The daughter of Ea who was known as the goddess of springs and
canals. Worship of Nanshe included an annual procession of boats to escort the
sacred barge in which the goddess rode. Her symbol was a vase containing a
swimming fish.

NUN or NU: The Egyptian god of the great primordial Ocean (or Chaos) which con-
tained the germs of all things before the Creation. Often called “the Father of the
gods,” he was conceived of more as an intellectual concept—having neither temples
nor worshippers. Nun is represented as a figure standing waist-high in Water, hold-
ing his arms up to support his offspring—the gods.

TEFNUT: This Egyptian goddess was also more of a theological concept rather
than a person. She is the sister and wife of Shu, who she helps to support the
sky. Tefnut is the goddess of the dew and the rain.
Each morning Shu and Tefnut receive the newborn
sun as it breaks free from the mountains of the East.
She is depicted as a lioness or a woman with the
head of a lion.

KHNEMU: An Egyptian god portrayed as a ram-
headed man with long wavy horns. Like most of the
ram-headed gods, Khnemu was a god of the river Nile,
who was worshiped to provide fertility to the Earth,
making it fruitful. This god watched over the sources of
the Nile and over the formation of children in their
mother’s womb. His name means “the Molder” and it
was he who fashioned the world-egg on his potter’s
wheel. He is called “the potter who shaped men and
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modeled the gods,”—the procreator who engendered the
gods and human beings. Khnemu is said to have molded
the limbs of Osiris.

HAPI: The Egyptian god who personified the river Nile.
To the Egyptians, the Waters of the Nile flowed from
Nun, the primordial ocean which fed the visible as well
the invisible worlds. Hapi was said to reside in a cavern
where he poured Water from urns to the heaven and the
Earth. Every June the Nile would rise and the worship-
pers of Osiris affirmed that the inundation (whose height
was dictated by the year’s prosperity) was caused by the
goddess Isis weeping for her slain husband Osiris. In
order that the Waters of the Nile should attain a suitable Hapi

height (sixteen cubits), offerings were made to Hapi,

often accompanied by the singing of poetic hymns. Hapi is depicted as a vital but
somewhat fat man with hanging breasts. He is dressed in the clothes of a fisherman
with a narrow belt which supports his huge belly. On his head he wears a crown of
Water plants—either lotuses or papyri.

POSEIDON (Equivalent to the Roman Neptune): Poseidon was the Greek god of
the Sea. His name is derived from a root word which means “to be master.” It is
likely that he was once a celestial god as his symbol, the trident (a form of the
thunderbolt) would seem to indicate. Although he was the equal of his brother
Zeus in dignity and birth, he was nonetheless subject to Zeus’ power and author-
ity. In addition to being the Lord of the Sea, Poseidon was also the master of lakes
and rivers. He could shake the Earth at will, and would often split mountains with
his trident and roll them into the sea to make islands. His palace was located in the
depths of the Aegean Sea. Whenever the god left his palace, he would don golden
armort, harness swift golden-maned horses to his chariot, and race across the
watery plain with whip in hand. Sea monsters would pay homage to him and
frolic in the waves as he passed by. The very sea would open up before him as he
sped lightly across the waves. The appearance of Poseidon coincided with fierce
storms at sea, a sign of the god’s rage.

AMPHITRITE: This Greek goddess was the wife of
Poseidon and the female personification of the sea. The
reluctant goddess was brought to Poseidon by a faithful
dolphin. From then on however, she shared his kingdom
and his chariot which was at times drawn by tritons
(Water beings) blowing on conch shells. She is at times
portrayed as holding a trident.

PONTUS: The oldest Greek Water god who personified
the sea itself.

OCEANUS: One of the Greek Titans who was consid- Poseidon
ered the River Ocean which surrounded the universe
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beyond the seas of the Earth. He was seen as one
of those primal forces which had contributed to
the manifestation of the world and in power he
was second only to Zeus. Oceanus is the one who
gave birth to all the rivers, the seas and all the
Waters of the Earth. With his sister-wife TETHYS
(the goddess who personified the fertility of the
sea), Oceanus lived in a palace in the West of the
world. Together they sired three thousand rivers.
Later the role of Oceanus was greatly diminished
as Poseidon became the reigning lord of the sea
Triton and the rivers. The daughters of Oceanus were
sea nymphs known as the Oceanids.

NEREUS: A Greek god who was the son of Pontus and Gaea. Often called “The
Old Man of the Sea,” he is pictured as a kindly and helpful old man with a long
gray beard. Known as “he who is true and lies not” this just and gentle god was
always true to the laws of righteousness. His abode was in the Aegean Sea and he
was known for coming to the aid of sailors. Nereus possessed the gift of prophecy
and was the father of the Nereids (sea nymphs).

PROTEUS: The son of Oceanus and Tethys, and who was also an “Old Man of the
Sea.” It was his duty to guard Poseidon’s herd of seals. He had the ability to see into
the future as well as the talent to change shape at will.

PHORCYS: The son of Pontus and Gaea. Phorcys is referred to as “The Old man
who rules the waves.” His name indicates the white foam upon the crest of the
waves, and the god is seen as the personification of the treacherous and tempes-
tuous sea.

GLAUCUS: The legend concerning this Greek god says that he was once a humble
fisherman who became immortal by eating a mysterious herb that grew near the
sea. Like many of the marine gods, he had the gift of prophecy. He often appeared
to sailors, with his thin body covered with seaweed and seashells, predicting omi-
nous events. Another ocean divinity of human origin who is often confused with
Glaucus is Melicertes Palaemon, usually represented as a child carried by dolphins.

TRITON: The son of Poseidon and Amphitrite, this god was half man, half fish. A
benevolent and helpful god who saved the Argonauts from a tempest, Triton also
had the gift of prophecy. He could raise or quiet the waves, and he personified the
mighty roar of the ocean as well as its movement. Triton was imaged riding the
waves on a chariot drawn by horses whose hooves were the claws of crayfish. By
blowing on a conch shell, he assumed the powerful voice of the sea. Eventually
the name of this god was used to describe a whole race of marine genii, the tritons:
half man, half fish who frolicked around the chariot of Amphitrite, blowing on
conch shells and cavorting with the Nereids. Some of these creatures, who were
supplied with a pair of horse’s legs were known as Centaur-Tritons.
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ACHELOUS: In ancient Greece, the rivers

were also ruled by divine beings.1® These

fresh Water gods were portrayed as vigorous

men with long beards and a pair of horns on \

their brow which symbolized their great

strength. The most famous of these was Ach- R
elous. In a fight with the hero Hercules, one e \ '._'.-'
of the god’s horns was torn off (which S 2

became the Horn of Plenty). Six rivers were
named after him, and he was invoked when-
ever oaths were taken.

WATER NYMPHS: In Greek mythology, Achelous

every river had a god. But in addition to

this, every stream, brook and pond had a lesser Spirit known as a nymph (see
Chapter Three). Water nymphs were classified according to their abode. Potamids
resided in rivers and streams, Naiads were found in brooks and fountains, Crenae
or Pegae were the Spirits of springs, and Limnads were the nymphs of stagnant
Waters. Like many Water entities, they had the gift of prophecy and could deliver
oracles. Though generally benevolent, they could occasionally become dangerous
to those mortals who attracted their affections.

MANANNAN: The Celtic Lord of the Sea which lay beyond and above Tir na nOc
(Land of Youth), the Celtic Underworld. Manannan was one of the most colorful of
the gods—dressed in mail, a golden helmet and carrying a sword which never
failed. He traveled in a boat that needed no sails nor oars, propelled only by the will
of the god. The sea god played an important role in the well-being of all the gods,
for his pigs were killed and eaten daily by them, only to return to life as a never-fail-
ing supply of divine food.

LLYR: Celtic god of the Sea.

AEGIR: A Teutonic Giant'™ who was known as the Lord of the Sea. Treasures
swallowed up by the sea were said to adorn his marine palace. His wife was the
goddess RAN, who frequently drowned sailors only to reward them with great
feasts in the afterlife.

MIMIR: Another Teutonic Water giant whose name means “he who thinks.” His
domain was limited to springs, pools, and lakes. Like Aegir, this giant was on
friendly terms with the Teutonic gods. The fountain of Mimir near the roots of the
ash tree Yggdrasil, was the hiding place of all wisdom and knowledge. He was the
wise counselor of the god, Odin.

O
X

103 Other river gods included: Asopus, Inachus, Cephissus, Peneius, Ladon, Alpheius, Xanthus, and
Maeander.
104 [y Northern mythology, giants were the personification of great natural forces.
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NIX: The Teutonic form of an Undine or Water sprite, similar to the Water nymph
of the Greeks. Like the nymphs, the nixies were said to be nature Spirits in the
form of beautiful maidens who inhabited springs and rivers. Unlike the Greek
nymphs, however, the nixies were frequently malevolent.%

PART 6: Correspondences of Mercury

The planet attributed to the Practicus grade is Mercury. Mercury

rules the conscious mind, thoughts, ideas, memory, communica-

tions, intellect, logic, abstractions, reason, language, learning, read-

ing, writing, the magical Arts, awareness, perceptions, and expres-

sion. Mercury governs the rational, thinking part of the human

mind as well as that part of us that wishes to communicate with
others and express our ideas. It is the “left-brain” part that seeks to learn, advance
our skills, create, and teach others. The energy of Mercury is active, dexterous,
quick, unpredictable and volatile.

The planet Mercury takes 88 days to complete one orbit of the sun, and it
is never located more than 280 from the sun. It is considered an “androgynous” or
“neuter” Planet. In an astrological sense, Mercury is said to be “cold” and “mag-
netic.” The ancients described Mercury as the ruler of the period life dominated by
education from the ages 5 to 14.

In human anatomy, this planet rules the thyroid gland, the brain, the ner-
vous system, the sense of sight, the respiratory system, the tongue and the organs
of speech, and the arms and hands as instruments of intelligence and communi-
cation. Physical ailments associated with Mercury include nervous disorders,
stress, overwork, headaches, loss of memory and impaired respiration.

Objects attributed to Mercury include legal documents, books, papers con-
nected with money, pictures, writing materials, and anything connected with edu-
cation and communications. All flowing and veined substances are attributed to
this Planet.

In magic, the days and hours of Mercury are used for science and divina-
tion, eloquence and intelligence, skill in business, wonders, apparitions, writings,
deceit, theft and merchandise. In the days of the week, Mercury rules Wednesday.

The symbol of Mercury on the Tree of Life embraces all of the Sephiroth
except for Kether. The horns spring out from Daath (Knowledge) which is not,
properly speaking, a Sephirah, but rather a conjunction of Chokmah and Binah.

NVIAAN
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Hebrew Name: Kokab

Sephirah: Hod

Archangel: Raphael

Day: Wednesday

Planetary Intelligence: Tiriel

Planetary Spirit: Taphthartharath

Olympic Planetary Spirit: Ophiel

Metal: Quicksilver

Gemstones: Opal, fire opal, agate, serpentine
Incenses: Mastic, white sandal, mace, storax
Trees: Birch, aspen, mulberry

Herbs/plants: Marjoram, fennel, mandrake, lavender, caraway, dill
Animals: Jackal, ibis, ape, swallow, twin serpents

Mercurial Deities (Gods and Goddesses of Wisdom)

ENKI: The Sumerian deity who was one and the same with the god Ea. As Enki
he was “Lord of the Earth,” the supreme god of Wisdom. He was sometimes
referred to as Ninigiku, “Lord of the Sacred Eye” and “He from whom nothing
escapes.” Enki presided over magical incantations—often the gods themselves
consulted him. As the god of Knowledge, Enki spoke oracularly, and was invoked
in incantations. However, he also presided over the work of humans. He was the
patron god of stone cutters, carpenters and metalsmiths. Enki was sometimes
regarded as the creator of the human race, fashioning mankind from clay. As
stated earlier Enki (Ea) is often represented as a goat with a fish’s tail, or as a man
with waves springing from his shoulders or from a vase which he holds.

NABU: The Assyro-Babylonian god who presided over intellectual activities. He
was the divine scribe of the gods who engraved the decisions of the deities on the
sacred tablets. Nabu could increase or decrease the number of days allotted to
each human being. He was declared secretary to the gods
because both he and his wife, TASHMETUM, had invented
writing. He is depicted with a chisel and engraving tablet, and
his emblem (like that of his father, Marduk) is the serpent-
headed dragon.

DJEHOTI (THOTH or TAHUTI): The Egyptian god who is the
patron of wisdom and inventions, science and literature. He is the
spokesman of the gods, as well as the divine scribe or record-
keeper. It was he who invented all the arts and sciences: geometry,
arithmetic, astronomy, surveying, medicine, music, drawing, and
writing, He is also the god of magic and the world’s first magi-
cian. The disciples of Djehoti claimed to have access to magical
books of Thoth. When deciphered, these formulas could com-
mand all the forces of nature and subdue the gods themselves.
This infinite power of Djehoti is the reason why his followers
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called him Thoth—three times very, very great (translated by the
Greeks as Hermes Trismegistus). Djehoti is the one who divided
time into months, years, seasons and aeons. He is the divine cal- .
culator, arbiter, chief historian and keeper of the divine archives.
Herald of the gods, he also served as their clerk and scribe. Dje-
hoti is pictured as a human figure with the head of an ibis, wear-
ing the kilt, collar and headdress (sometimes with the Lunar disc
and crescent) of the Old Kingdom. He holds in his hands the
tablet and writing stylus of a scribe.

SESHAT: The spouse of Djehoti, goddess of writing, record-
keeping and history. Known as “The Mistress of the house of
books” and “Mistress of the house of architects,” she was the
Seshat foundress of temples, helping to determine the axis of a new
sanctuary through the judgment of the stars. Seshat was a stellar
divinity who measured time and along with her mate, invented the letters of the
alphabet. She is sometimes portrayed as a woman wearing a headdress upon
which is a star inscribed within a reversed crescent, surmounted by two long
feathers (an ideogram of her name which means “the secretary.”) She holds the
Tablet and stylus of a scribe.

HERMES (equivalent to the Roman Mercury): The Greek god who was the mes-
senger of Zeus. It is his duty to bring the dictates of the gods to Earth. Primarily a
god of travelers, Hermes guided those who were journeying. And because most
journeys undertaken were for commercial reasons, Hermes became known as the
god of commerce and eloquence. He was also charged with the task of conducting
the Souls of the dead to the underworld. He is often represented as an athletic
god, sometimes bearded, who wears a winged helmet and winged sandals. Her-
mes holds a winged staff around which are two twining serpents—the Caduceus.

IRIS: A Greek divinity who like Hermes was a messenger of the
gods, particularly Zeus and Hera, whose orders she delivered to
both gods and humans. Iris personified the rainbow, and she was
often depicted with golden wings which graced her shoulders. Like
Hermes, she occasionally wears winged sandals upon her feet.

ATHENE (equivalent to the Roman Minerva): This Greek warrior
goddess was formidable in war but benevolent in peace. Her func-
tions were many—her skills in battle rivaled those of Ares, but she
was also known as a goddess of the arts and of intelligence. Protec-
tress of various industries, Athene was the patron of sculptors,
architects, spinners and weavers. Her renowned wisdom and valu-
able service to humanity earned her the titles of Pronoia, “the fore-
seeing,” as well as counselor and goddess of the Assembly. She
taught the skills of horsemanship, charioteering, pottery, cloth
weaving and embroidery. Athene was at times known for her heal-
Hermes ing arts and for her role as protectress of both individuals and
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entire cities. The goddess is usually depicted dressed in tight drap-
ing robes and wearing a helmet. In one hand she holds a spear and
in the other a shield. Her symbol is the owl.

ASCLEPIUS: A Greek god of light, medicine and healing. He is
sometimes represented as a serpent, but more often as a kindly
middle-aged man with a staff around which one serpent was
twined. (It was probably this staff which was intended to be a
modern symbol of medicine, rather than the Caduceus of Her-
mes.) His daughter HYGIEIA, was the goddess of health. The cult
of Asclepius was both a religion and a system of therapeutics. The
priests of this god had a wide knowledge of the medical arts.

LUG: The Celtic god who was known as “the many skilled one.”
When asked to state his craft in order to be admitted to the assem-
bly of gods, Lug replied that he was adept in carpentry, warfare,
smith-craft, knowledge of history, music, poetry, heroics, magic and
other pursuits. Lug was often depicted armed with spear and
sling—highly specialized and accurate weapons which delineated
the god’s adroitness.

ODIN (Equivalent to the German Woden): The god who was the
supreme divinity of Teutonic mythology as well as the god of war
and wisdom. He was a magician-god, the deity of spiritual life,
ruling by magic—thus it is only natural that the Romans com-
pared him to their Mercury. Odin spoke with eloquence and liked
to express himself in verse. He was the god of poetry because he
had the cunning and dexterity to steal the “Poet’s mead” which
was of divine origin. He had the power to change himself into any
shape he desired, and it was he who ordained the laws which
ruled human society. Odin often intermingled in human affairs, Athena
assuming the guise of a lowly traveler. He was helpful and benev-

olent, offering wise counsel and magic formulas to cure illness. Odin was also the
Lord of the Runes—characters carved on stones or wood which had magical
meanings and power. He is often portrayed as a handsome, robust warrior armed
with a shining breastplate, a golden helmet, his spear (which was called Gungnir)
which nothing could deflect. His steed Sleipnir, had eight hooves and was the
swiftest of all stallions.

Complementary Planet: JUPITER

In conjunction with the study material given on the Planet Mercury, the student
should review information supplied in Chapter One on Jupiter, the planet which
complements Mercury on the Macrocosmic Hexagram.

Jupiter is the planet of expansion, aspiration, higher education, philo-
sophic reasoning, justice, law and sovereignty. The energy of Jupiter is orderly,
benevolent and helpful.
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In an Astrological sense, Jupiter is said to be “warm” and “moist” and it is
associated with Water. It is also thought of as a “masculine” planet. The ancients
described Jupiter as the ruler of the period life dominated by reflection from the
ages 58 to 69 symbolized by “the judge.”

In human anatomy, this Planet rules the liver, arterial blood circulation,
thighs, hips, and fatty tissues of the body. Physical ailments associated with
Jupiter include abnormal blood pressure, chronic acidity and diseases associated
with excess.

In magic, the days and hours of Jupiter are used for obtaining honors,
acquiring money or other desired commodities, contracting friendships and pre-
serving health. In the days of the week, Jupiter rules Thursday.

Deities associated with the planet Jupiter include: AMON-RA (Egyptian)
MAAT (Egyptian), ZEUS (Greek), POSEIDON (Greek) ATHENE (Greek), MAR-
DUK (Assyro-Babylonian) and ADAD (Assyro-Babylonian).

The following is a list of Jupiterian associations:

Hebrew Name: Tzedek

Sephirah: Chesed

Archangel: Sachiel

Day: Thursday

Planetary Intelligence: Iophiel
Planetary Spirit: Hismael

Olympic Planetary Spirit: Bethor
Metal: Tin

Gemstones: Amethyst, sapphire, lapis lazuli
Incenses: Saffron

Trees: Fig, oak, cedar, chestnut
Herbs/plants: Sage, nutmeg, hyssop
Animals: Unicorn, eagle, swan, whale

SECTION 7: The Olympic Planetary Spirits

The Olympic Planetary Spirits are described in The Arbatel of Magic
which dates to 1575. This book originally consisted of nine sections,
? each containing a different branch of magic. Unfortunately, most of
the book, including sections on Hermetic magic, Pythagorean magic
and Olympic magic, has been lost. Only the introduction seems to
have survived. Part of the Introduction contains a summary of the
now lost section on Olympic magic.
It is likely that certain books dealing with Olympic magic existed before
the Arbatel was written (as indicated by the author himself). The Arbatel has a
Christian rather than Judaic emphasis, therefore its author must have been a
Christian magician who was schooled in a variety of magical traditions. Whoever
he was, he clearly believed that the greatest magical teachings were to be procured
through an Angelic teacher sent to the Theurgist from the Divine.
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The Arbatel states that there are seven Olympic Spirits which rule over 196
Olympic Provinces or divisions of Heaven; each Spirit governing alternately for
490 years. (490 is the sum of consecutive multiples of seven.) Bethor was supposed
to have ruled 60 years before the birth of Christ, until 430 AD when the rule of
Phaleg was implemented. This rule ended in 920 AD when the rule of Och began.
Haggith began her rule in 1410 and ended it in 1900. (Following the author’s rea-
soning, Ophiel would be the reigning Olympic Spirit today.)

According to the author of the Arbatel, the names and sigils of the Olympic
Spirits have no power or virtue in and of themselves, and the only divine names
of power to be used are given to the theurgist by these Spirits, but even then, the
potency of the names only lasts for 40 years. The Olympic Planetary Spirits are:

ARATRON—the Spirit of Saturn. Aratron governs all things ascribed to Saturn.

He teaches alchemy, magic and medicine. He is said to have the power to make"
one invisible, to convert objects to stone or treasure, and the power to make the

barren fruitful. Aratron governs the subterranean Spirits.

BETHOR—the Spirit of Jupiter. Bethor governs all things ascribed to Jupiter. He
teaches medicine and has the power to open treasures, governs the spirits of Air
into giving true answers, and he can also bestow longevity.

PHALEGH-—the Spirit of Mars. Phalegh governs all things ascribed to Mars.

OCH—the Spirit of Sol. Och governs all things ascribed to the Sun. He bestows
wisdom and health, converts things into gold, reconciles with the highest Spirits
and teaches medicine.

HAGITH—the Spirit of Venus. Hagith governs all things ascribed to Venus. He
has the knowledge of beauty and can transmute metals. Hagith reconciles
between faithful Spirits and humans.

OPHIEL—the Spirit of Mercury. Ophiel governs all things ascribed to Mercury.
He teaches the magical Arts.

PHUL—the Spirit of Luna. Phul governs all things ascribed to the Moon. He turns
all metals into silver, and governs all Water Spirits. &
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SECTION 8: The Tarot

The Tarot or “Book T” as it is sometimes called, is a pictorial book
8 of ageless, esoteric wisdom. For centuries it has been used by magi-
§ cians, occultists, and mystics for the purposes of divination and
% meditation. Like the Qabalah, the Tarot is a complete and elaborate
system for describing the hidden forces behind the manifest uni-

b1 verse. Not only is it the key to all occult science, but also a map for
uncovering the various parts of the human psyche. Some have called the cards of
the Tarot the “hieroglyphs of the Western Mystery Tradition.”

The origin of the Tarot remains a mystery. Various theories abound, includ-
ing the speculations that: (1) the Tarot is of Egyptian origin, (2) that it was created
by a group of Adepts to insure the survival of a persecuted esoteric philosophy by
concealing it in a deck of playing cards, and (3) that it was invented by the gypsies
(Bohemians) to protect its hidden wisdom under the exterior disguise of gambling
and fortune telling. However the first known Tarot decks can only be documented
with certainty as having been developed in the late fourteenth century during the
reign of Charles VI of France. Some of the earliest decks include: the Tarot of
Jacquemin Gringonneur, the Tarot of the Visconti-Sforza family, and the Tarocchi
of Mantegna.

During the first part of the fifteenth century, the Tarot was used exclusively
at the European courts of nobility—it had become a pastime reserved for the aris-
tocracy. The invention of the printing press made the cards more common. In 1781,
interest in the Tarot gained momentum when the Court de Gibelin, a freemason and
Protestant minister claimed that the Tarot's Trump cards were from a secret Egypt-
ian book called The Book of Thoth.

Qabalistic Associations of the Tarot

However, it was not until 1856 that Eliphas Levi, (whose real name was Alphonse
Louis Constant) a noted figure in the Occult Revival of the 19th century, estab-
lished an undeniable parallel between the twenty-two Trumps of the Tarot and the
twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet. The Occult Revival ushered in serious
study of the Tarot and its Qabalistic associations. Whether or not the original
inventors of the Tarot deliberately placed Qabalistic symbolism into the cards is
unimportant. The fact remains that the two systems of Qabalah and Tarot are so
strikingly similar that the